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STUDY #43
CHRIST’S SECOND COMING—PART 2
Today we will continue our study of Christ’s second coming, a subject that is greatly misunderstood by many Christians. Jesus himself said: “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Matthew 24:13
). Some conclude that if no one knows when the Lord will come a second time, it is a waste of time to study this subject. But in this same chapter, the Lord clearly said: “Therefore keep watch” (verse 42). We must watch because “the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). It is not that the Lord is a “thief,” it is that “the day of the Lord,” the day of his second coming, has similar characteristics to a “thief in the night.” Our Lord’s second coming will be unknown, secret, and invisible much as a thief operates. Paul continued: “But you brothers are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief” (vs. 4). The Lord’s second coming will not be a secret to the Lord’s “brothers,” the followers of the Master. They will know all about his second coming.

Jesus told his disciples: “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back” (Mark 13:35). On the one hand we are told “therefore keep watch” and on the other hand we “do not know when the owner of the house will come back.” Why watch if we do not know when the Lord comes? Our Lord continues: “What I say to you, I say to everyone: Watch” (vs. 37). There must be a reason for the Lord to repeatedly say “watch.” So how are we to understand these words: “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (vs. 32)?
When Jesus said this, he did not know because he had not proven faithful unto death, “even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). But after his death and resurrection he said: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18). This is the moment described in Revelation: “Then I saw a Lamb looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne” (Revelation 5:6,7). This is a beautiful picture of how Jesus, after conquering sin and death, received from the Father the power and understanding of the divine plan of God including the details about his second coming to earth. He received that information only after his death and resurrection.

The Master told his followers to “watch” because he knew there would be a due time for them to know the details concerning his return. We know the Lord’s second coming will not be visible to the natural eye because he is now a glorious divine being and if the natural eye were to see him, blindness would instantly result as it did with Saul of Tarsus when he saw the Lord in glory for just a few moments. Thus the “eye” one must use to “watch” must be the spiritual eye, the “eye of understanding.” 
Peter told us: “We have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19). The Lord’s instruction to “watch” was in reference to the word of the prophets. This is how the “watching” must be done. One must pay attention to the prophetic word because there is always a due time for God’s words to be understood. Notice what happened to Daniel: “I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, My lord, what will the outcome of all this be? He replied, Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end” (Daniel 12:8,9). Daniel himself did not understand the meaning of the prophetic words of God he was recording. He was told those words were “closed up and sealed until the time of the end.”

Thus there is a due time to understand the words of prophecy, and that includes the subject of the second coming of our Lord. This is why our Lord commanded his followers to “watch.” We who now understood the Lord’s instruction to “watch” now look using the light from the “lamp” of God’s word. 
When we study the subject of the second coming of the Lord using all the biblical verses concerning this subject, we find something not recognized in our English Bibles. We can see it only in the Greek source of the New Testament. Three different Greek words are used to describe the Lord’s second coming. Each word differs from the others, but together they reveal a great truth. The words are: Parousia (meaning “presence”), Epiphania (“bright shining”), and Apokalupsis (“revealment” or “uncovering”).
Parousia
The Greek word parousia means “presence” and occurs twenty-four times in the New Testament. Only twice did the translators of the King James Bible supply the word “presence”; in the other twenty-two verses they used “coming.” There is a great difference between “presence” and “coming.” “Coming” means expected but not yet present; “presence” means having already arrived. 

Here are the two verses where parousia has been correctly translated: “As you have always obeyed—not only in my presence [parousia], but now much more in my absence” (Philippians 2:12). “His letters … are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence [parousia] is weak, and his speech contemptible” (2 Corinthians 10:10, KJV). Although these two verses have nothing to do with our Lord’s second presence, they prove that parousia means to be present, not coming.
Consider these four verses, which also do not concern the Lord’s second presence, where parousia should have been translated “presence” not “coming”:
· “But God who comforts the downcast comforted us by the coming [parousia] of Titus” (2 Corinthians 7:6).
· “And not only by his coming [parousia] but also by the comfort you had given him” (2 Corinthians 7:7).
· “I am glad of the coming [parousia] of Stephanas” (1 Corinthians 16:17, KJV).
· “That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming [parousia]  to you again” (Philippians 1:26, KJV).

Seventeen verses use parousia to describe the Lord’s second coming. This is the first: “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. Tell us, they said, when will this happen and what will be the sign of your coming [parousia]” (Matthew 24:3). 
To confirm the translation error of the Greek word parousia look at the one other verse where parousia occurs but where it is not related to the Lord’s second coming: “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming [parousia] of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). The apostle Peter referred to the transfiguration of Jesus upon the mount (see Matthew 17:1-9), not to something that would occur at a future time. He meant his readers to think “presence” when he used the Greek word parousia. But the translators hid that meaning when they translated it as “coming.” Joseph Rotherham, a scrupulous Bible translator, is one of the few who translated parousia as “presence” in every verse where the word appears.

When the disciples asked, “What will be the sign of your presence?” (Matthew 24:3), Jesus gave a long answer contained in the rest of the chapter. These were the events that would take place after he arrived, when he was present, not before. These signs were necessary because, as the Lord tells us, he would come as a thief (Revelation 16:15). His coming would be unknown to the world. And of course it would be invisible since he is no longer flesh: “Henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more” (2 Corinthians 5:16, KJV). 
The apostle Peter confirms this: “For Christ died for sins once for all … He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). The Lord is not just a spirit being, he is a mighty one who shares the very nature of his heavenly Father: “As the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself” (John 5:26). It is as a divine being that Jesus returns to the earth a second time: “If anyone tells you, There he is out in the desert, do not go out; or Here he is in the inner rooms, do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:26,27). The Lord warns his followers of many deceptions regarding his second coming, especially any claim that his second coming [presence] would be visible to the naked eye, or that he would manifest himself visibly to a select few. He says: “Do not go out,” “Do not believe it.”
He said: “As lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming [parousia] of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:27). These words also suffer from a translation problem. “Lightning” does not move from east to west; it strikes in every direction. If lightning strikes in the east, it certainly is not visible even to the west. Its visibility affects only a small area. The Greek word translated “lightning” is astrape (Strong’s #796) and means “bright shining.” The “bright shining” that comes from the east and travels to the west is, of course, the sun. Parousia should have been translated as “presence” both here and every other verse where it occurs. Thus the words of our Lord tell us much about the manner and the nature of his second coming: “For as the sun that comes from the east is visible even in the west; so will be the presence of the Son of Man.” 

Our Lord’s second presence will have similarities to the sun. As with the sun rising, the Lord’s second presence will be gradually recognized, but universal and full of power. When the sun rises, its power is soft and its rays gentle. But its light and power steadily increase with each passing moment. So too with the Lord’s second presence. In the beginning it will be almost unrecognizable, but eventually his presence and dominion will be plainly visible to all.

Those who awaken early are the first to see the rising sun, even though its rays of light are soft and gentle. As others gradually awaken from sleep, they see the sun at its various stages of shining. At noon the light and power of the sun is plainly visible to all. Likewise with the Lord’s second presence. Those who awaken first from “sleep” will be the first to know: “You brothers, are not in darkness … you are all sons of the light … we do not belong to the night … So then, let us not be like others who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled” (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6). Paul was thinking of the “night” of sin and death that now covers the world: “Weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (Psalm 30:5). 

The first to awaken from the condition of “night” of sin and death and have their “eyes of understanding” opened, are the “brothers” of the Lord; they are the “early birds” who catch the first glimpse of the rising sun and thus are the first to know of his second presence. Not so with the rest of the world: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming [parousia]  of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming [parousia] of the Son of Man” (Matthew 24:37-39). The world will be totally unaware of the Lord’s presence when it occurs. Of course in both places where it occurs parousia should have been translated by the word “presence.” The presence of the Lord will only be recognized by his faithful followers when it first occurs.

The Lord uses the sun as a symbol of the manner of his second coming because he himself is called the “sun of righteousness” (Malachi 4:2). The sun brings light and life to the world as the Lord himself does at his second coming.

Here are the seventeen verses relating to the second coming that use the word parousia:
· Matthew 24:3: “What will be the sign of your coming (“presence”)”
· Matthew 24:27: “So will be the coming (“presence”) of the Son of Man.”
· Matthew 24:37: “So it will be at the coming (“presence”) of the Son of Man.”
· Matthew 24:39: “How it will be at the coming (“presence”) of the Son of Man.”
· 1 Corinthians 15:23: “When he comes (“presence”) those who belong to him.”
· 1 Thessalonians 2:19: “Lord Jesus when he comes (“presence”).”
· 1 Thessalonians 3:13: “When our Lord Jesus comes (“presence”).”
· 1 Thessalonians 4:15: “Who are left till the coming (“presence”) of the Lord.”
· 1 Thessalonians 5:23: “At the coming (“presence”) of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
· 2 Thessalonians 2:1: “The coming (“presence”) of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
· 2 Thessalonians 2:8: “The splendor of his coming (“presence”).”
· 2 Thessalonians 2:9: “The coming (“presence”) of the lawless one.”
· James 5:7: “Until the Lord’s coming (“presence”).”
· James 5:8: “The Lord’s coming (“presence”) is near.”
· 2 Peter 3:4: “This coming (“presence”) he promised.”
· 2 Peter 3:12: “And speed its coming (“presence”).”
· 1 John 2:28: “Before him at his coming (“presence”).”
Epiphania
The Greek word epiphania means “shining forth,” “bright shining,” or “bright manifestation” (Strong’s #2015). This is the stage of the Lord’s second presence when the secret “thief-like” early presence (parousia) gradually becomes discernable to those with “eyes of faith” as the light from the word of truth becomes brighter and clearer. The visibility and understanding of the Lord’s second presence is only by faith: “We live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). This is true of all the followers of the Master, his “brothers,” the new creation, who “live by faith” (in the word of God) and not “by sight,” as does the world of mankind. Thus it is for those whose “eyes of understanding” are open to the word of God that the “bright shining” of the light from the scriptures regarding the Lord’s secret presence is clearly “seen.”

The Lord gave a parable about ten virgins and a bridegroom who returns: “At midnight the cry rang out: Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!” The application of the parable is clearly to the Lord’s second presence. It speaks of the recognition of the Lord’s arrival by the virgins. “Midnight” is when the Lord returns: “The cry rang out: Here’s the bridegroom.” The words of prophecy would begin to be understood in its “due time” and would bring to light the truth about the returned Lord. It would include a detailed and clear revelation from the word of God about the manner and the nature of the Lord’s second presence. This is the meaning of the phrase “the cry rang out.”

The virgins were told: “Come out to meet him.” The “virgins” are individual Christians. The call is for each to individually react in faith and “come out to meet him.” As he said: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). Notice the important phrase: “If anyone hears my voice.” 

“Meeting” with the Lord only occurs if one “opens the door.” The “door” is the means by which the “knock” is made. This is not a literal door or a literal knock on that door. This “knock” has the same meaning as the “cry” in Matthew 25:6. It is the prophetic revelation of the second presence of the Lord through the word of God. This “door” represents “the door of one’s understanding” through which one “hears” the prophetic proclamation of this great truth. Then each must make his own personal decision. The promise of the Lord to those who seek for more is that he “will come in and eat with him and he with me.” “Eat” refers to spiritual food and the feast of the deep things of God’s plan and his unfolding purposes. This promise by the Lord is a personal and individual matter to those who “open the door.” Thus it will be that the true “watchers” will, through more and more scriptural evidence of the presence of the invisible Lord and King, discern the brightening light or the epiphania of the Lord’s presence to their great joy.

There are similarities between the Lord’s first and second presence. At his first advent he was physically present and yet “invisible” to most. John the Baptist said: “Among you stands one you do not know” (John 1:26). The word “know” has the meaning of “to recognize” or “to discern.” Today during his epiphania he is visible only to those “walking in the light” (1 Thessalonians 5:5). This light and visibility is through the “word of truth” as illustrated in the parable: “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. No, they replied, there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.” (Matthew 25:1-9).

Five virgins were foolish and five were wise, but all had lamps. These “lamps” picture God’s word, the Bible: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). In the parable, “the foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps” (Matthew 25:3,4). The “oil” represents the holy spirit. It is only with the holy spirit that the Lord’s words are discerned and understood: “The man without the spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). As with a literal lamp, it is only when oil is present that light is produced. It is the same with the “lamp” of God’s word. It is only with the “oil” of the holy spirit that the “light of the lamp” or the truth shines forth. 
The wise virgins took “oil in jars along with their lamps.” The foolish did not do that. Paul wrote: “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). The phrase “jars of clay” refers to our fleshly human bodies. The holy spirit (“oil”) must be carried in one’s heart. 

But the foolish virgins carried no “oil” or holy spirit in their “jars.” That is because they allowed other things to distract them from what they should be doing. Instead of filling themselves with God’s holy spirit, they allowed the “spirit of the world” to distract them: “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22). Because the foolish virgins are overcharged with this “spirit” rather than the holy spirit, they are not ready when the bridegroom arrives. Thus these are unable to “see” (in their eyes of understanding) the manifestation of the Lord’s epiphania, the “bright shining” of his presence. But to the wise whose lamps (Bibles) burn bright, the light of the truth is their great joy.

The word epiphania (Strong’s #2015) is translated as “appearing” five times:
· 1 Timothy 6:14: “Without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

· 2 Timothy 1:10: “But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death.” (This describes the Lord’s first presence when he was manifested as the savior of the world.)
· 2 Timothy 4:1: “Who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom.”
· 2 Timothy 4:8: “And not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”

· Titus 2:13: “While we wait for the blessed hope, the glorious appearing.”

Epiphania appears in one other verse and there it is translated “splendor”:
· 2 Thessalonians 2:8: “Whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.”

Apokalupsis
The Greek word apokalupsis (Strong’s #601) means “revealment,” “uncovering,” or “removal of the veil” as when something previously hidden is revealed. This is the final stage of the manifestation of the second coming of our Lord and occurs only after the completion and glorification of the entire church, the body of Christ consisting of 144,000 members: “When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). When Christ “appears” or is manifested to the world, the church is with him.
Paul wrote: “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed (apokalupsis)” (Romans 8:19). The “creation” means the entire world of mankind. They have an “eager expectation” for deliverance from suffering, sorrow, and death. This hope “waits” for a particular time, when “the sons of God [are] revealed.” These “sons of God” are called “children” in John’s gospel: “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12). The completion of the church and its glorification will herald the beginning of blessings for the “creation” and usher in the apokalupsis stage, the “revealment” of “the King of kings and Lord of lords.”

This is what will happen: “When the Lord Jesus is revealed [apokalupsis] from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels [the glorified church], he will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 1:7,8). After the church is glorified and they become “powerful angels” (they are called “angels” in Matthew 25:31, and “holy ones” in Jude 14), the fire of the great “time of trouble” will completely destroy all human systems (2 Peter 3:10). “Blazing fire” is a symbol of the judgments of God and it will be directed against two classes. The first are “those who do not know God.” This is the “non-Christian” world of mankind who knew nothing about the Bible or the gospel; they are “unbelievers.” The second class are those who “do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”  This is the nominal Christian world who heard the “gospel” and were “believers.” 
These judgments bring the Gospel age to an end and usher in the establishment of the visible and “peaceable” phase of God’s kingdom on earth: “Every knee should bow … and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10,11). As in the Lord’s parousia and ephiphania stages the world also would be influenced but not as much as the church class. The world in a gradual way will be enlightened on truths and knowledge on all subjects which when more widespread causes a “shaking” of all human systems: “At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens. The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be shaken, that is created things, so that what cannot be shaken may remain” (Hebrews 12:26,27).

This is a picture of the complete destruction of the “heavens” and the “earth” of the world that now is. The “shaking” will lead to the great crash of all the systems in the time of “great distress” (Matthew 24:21) which will then cause the opening of the world’s “eyes of understanding”: “In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see” (Isaiah 29:13). Gradually “every eye will see him even those who pierced him” (Revelation 1:7). Slowly all mankind will have their “eyes of understanding” opened. Even Israel who “pierced him” will have their blindness removed just as our Lord prophesied: “I tell you, you will not see me again until you say Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 23:39).

Israel will “see” their long-awaited and beloved Messiah. This apokalupsis stage continues until the end of the Millennial age during which “all who are in their graves will hear his voice” (John 5:28). This is the “awakening from the dead” which takes place gradually with the “last who will be first, and first who will be last” (Luke 13:30). Finally: “The glory of the LORD will be revealed and all mankind together will see it” (Isaiah 40:5). The whole world of mankind, the living and the dead, shall “see” and recognize the apokalupsis of the Lord. This will be the grand result at the end: “I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them singing: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power forever and ever” (Revelation 5:13). After a millennium of enlightenment, truth, and blessings, the result will be glorious.

There are eight verses describing the second coming that use the Greek word apokalupsis (Strong’s #601 and #602), translated “revealed”:
· Luke 17:30: “On the day the Son of Man is revealed.”
· Romans 8:18: “Are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
· 1 Corinthians 3:13: “It will be revealed with fire.”
· 2 Thessalonians 1:7: “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven.”
· 1 Peter 1:5: “The salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”
· 1 Peter 1:13: “To be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

· 1 Peter 4:13: “When his glory is revealed.”
· 1 Peter 5:1: “Will share in the glory to be revealed.”

Many may wonder just when all this will occur. We will discuss that question in the next lesson. 
—Amen—
� All Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





