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STUDY #36
THE ANTICHRIST—PART 2
In the last lesson we learned that Antichrist is not an individual, nor is he a king who will rule and control the entire world sometime in the future. We know that because the apostle Paul wrote: “The secret power of lawlessness is already at work … whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.” (2 Thessalonians 2:7,8
). This Antichrist, called the “secret power of lawlessness” by Paul, began to manifest itself in the first century and it is destroyed at Jesus’ second coming. This makes the “life-span” of Antichrist nearly two-thousand years proving it cannot be a person. It is a system of Satan that destroys the truth using errors and false doctrines, as well as great miracles and wonders within the “temple of God,” the church. This Antichrist system was given power over the saints of God for 1,260 years. Even though this system has existed for such a long time, few know about it because it is “the secret power of lawlessness.” 
Daniel speaks of: “The horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully … waging war against the saints and defeating them” (Daniel 7:20,21). “Saints” refers to the covenant-bound followers of Christ: “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice” (Psalm 50:5, KJV). These are the true followers and disciples of Jesus. Earlier in chapter 7 Daniel spoke of the “horn”: “In my vision at night I looked and there before me was a fourth beast, terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts and it had ten horns. While I was thinking about the horns there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.” (Daniel 7:7,8) 
This horn came up on the fourth beast and, as it came up, three other horns were displaced. The fourth beast represents the Roman Empire, the fourth of four universal empires that ruled the world beginning with Babylon and King Nebuchadnezzar. In Daniel’s vision horns represent kings (see Daniel 7:24) so the three displaced horns are sub-kings within the Roman Empire. The “little horn” is a king, too, but different than the earlier ones. That “horn” was from the Christian church.

According to the organization made by the Lord for the administrative arrangements of the church through the apostles, the highest office of service was that of a bishop: “If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work” (1 Timothy 3:1, KJV). The bishops oversaw many little groups and helped the elders who led those groups. The apostles were all bishops. They would constantly travel as they visited the groups in their areas. From time to time these bishops would meet to discuss different questions and the welfare of the church of Jesus Christ as a whole. But as time passed the Bishop of Rome proved to be different. Rome was the capital of then-known world. Its bishop was instrumental in the conversion of emperor Constantine to Christianity in the fourth century. When Constantine became a Christian, the Bishop of Rome began to be honored by the Roman emperors. As a result when the Bishop of Rome met with the other bishops, he gradually began to claim a higher position among the other bishops of the Church. He claimed the title of “Father,” “Papa” in Latin, and “Pope” in English.
This title and his claimed supremacy in the church was utterly in opposition to the scriptures: “God placed all things under his [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church” (Ephesians 1:22). God appointed Jesus as the only head of the church: “You are not to be called Rabbi for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. And do not call anyone on earth father for you have one Father and he is in heaven” (Matthew 23:8,9). No leader within the church should be called Father. 

Gradually this title of Pope began to be associated with each succeeding Bishop of Rome. The Pope grew in power and influence not only in religious matters, but political matters as well. Thus arose this “little horn” which was diverse from the other Roman kings and kingdoms because he was a “king” in matters of both religion and politics. As we read: “A little one came up … and three of the first horns were uprooted before it” (Daniel 7:8). This shows us when this occurred. The three horns represent the end of the dominion of three kingdoms just before the rise of papacy. 
Pope Leo III entered into an agreement with the emperor of France, Pepin and his son Charlemagne, to establish what came to be called the Holy Roman Empire. It was pronounced “holy” because the pope claimed it was divinely ordained. On Christmas day of 800 A.D. Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne as Roman emperor. This was when the pope became a “king upon a throne” because each successive pope claimed the power to appoint secular kings. 
Thus we have identified papacy as the “counterfeit Christ” system, the Antichrist of the Bible. But that does not mean Roman Catholics are antichrists. Antichrist is a term applied to a system, not individuals.

Daniel continues: “He [papacy] will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and will try to change the set times and the laws” (Daniel 7:25) The phrase “will speak against the Most High” means papacy would speak against God himself. This happened as the papacy claimed divine ordination and gave itself blasphemous titles that misrepresented God. Here are a few: Most Divine of all Heads, Holy Father of Fathers, Christ by Unction, Moses in Authority and Melchisedec in Order. Each pope claimed to be a priest upon a throne, and each claimed to be part of a long line of descendants which began with the apostle Peter himself. The pope claims to be “Vicar of Christ,” the personal representative of and spokesman for Christ on earth. No such earthly arrangement was ever authorized by God! The papacy would also “oppress the saints” and it did, directing its wrath and severe persecution not upon the heathen, but upon faithful Christians and believers in the Bible.
The phrase “try to change the set times and the laws” (Daniel 8:25) describe what popes did to God’s law and times. Consider the second of the ten commandments: “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them for I, the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me” (Exodus 20:4,5). Papacy removed this commandment from their catechism books because it forbids idolatry and idol worship of all kinds, something that is openly done in Roman Catholic churches. But there is more. The catechism book does contain ten commandments even though commandment two has been deleted. They did this by dividing the tenth commandment into two. This is the tenth commandment: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, of anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Exodus 20:17). In the Roman Catholic catechism book, the phrase “you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife” is the ninth commandment and the remaining words are the tenth commandment. Truly, papacy sought to change God’s laws. 
The papacy was also involved with “changing times.” Consider this text: “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.” (Revelation 20:5) This refers to the greatest “time” in God’s Divine Plan for man. It will be the Golden Age for all mankind when Christ reigns for a thousand years upon this earth. It is the kingdom for which Christians pray when they say: “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Only two verses in the Bible speak of this “thousand year” reign and both are in Revelation chapter 20: “[They] reigned with Christ a thousand years. … Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection … and [they] will reign with him for a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4,6). But when papacy established the Holy Roman Empire, they claimed that they would rule for a thousand years on behalf of Christ. Thus, the Holy Roman Empire from 799 A.D. to 1799 A.D. is generally considered by the papacy to be the thousand-year reign of Christ, long before the second coming of Jesus in glory to really establish the kingdom of God on earth. This is the counterfeit millennium of the papacy during which they claimed to have Christ’s power and authority to rule the earth and establish the kingdom of God throughout the world. But the real thousand-year reign of Christ begins after the second coming of Jesus in great glory. By claiming that they were Christ’s kingdom, papacy “changed times.” 
Papacy as the Antichrist system had power for 1,260 prophetic days which is 1,260 literal years. This period clearly ended when Napoleon Bonaparte of France arrested the Pope in 1799 and moved him from one place to another until he died. That’s when the power of the papacy to crown and uncrown kings ended. Its power began 1,260 years before that date, in 539 A.D. a time when the Bishop of Rome received a letter from Emperor Justinian identifying him as Pontifex Maximus, the Head of all religious matters in the Roman Empire. 
In Revelation we read: “If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.” (Revelation 13:18). As in Daniel, the word “beast” is a symbol for an empire. This beast is the kingdom of papacy, where each pope ruled as a part of a continuous line of kings. The number 666 is the number of this beast, the papal kingdom and empire. It is the numerical value of the main title of papacy: VICARIUS FILII DEI, which in Latin means Vicar of the Son of God (meaning Christ). This title is found on the “crown” of the popes and also above the main gate to the Vatican. This title can be converted to a number by assigning the usual values to Roman numerals: I=1, V or U=5, X=10, L=50, C=100, and D=500. (Letters that are not Roman numerals are zero.) Here is the numerical value of papacy’s most important title:
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[image: image1.emf]The total is 666, the number of a man, the man of sin, the Antichrist of the Bible. The title we have just analyzed is seen here on the Papal tiara or crown. 
Paul wrote: “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He opposes and exalts himself over everything that is called God, or is worshipped, and even sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4). The “man of lawlessness” is the Antichrist, the system of papacy, which Paul said would develop and come to power only after “the rebellion occurs.” This represents a falling away of most Christians as Bible study was gradually discontinued and faith began to be based on what are called “creeds.” With the loss of Bible knowledge and the truth, it became easy to introduce false doctrines. 
The first false doctrine introduced was a general belief of the heathen, that of an undying human soul. It began to be claimed that man “has” a soul and not, as the Bible teaches, that man “is” a soul (Genesis 2:7). Next it was claimed that the body dies but that the soul cannot die. The next false doctrine was to teach that hell is a place of everlasting torment to which the unsaved “souls” go when the body dies. This contradicts the Bible when we are told hell is the state of being dead, not a place. Everyone goes to “hell” because everyone dies. Even Jesus went to hell when he died (Acts 2:27). Eventually everyone who died will come back to life in the resurrection. But papacy claimed that all their enemies go to a place of everlasting torture, a place they said was created by God himself. 
Another false doctrine was to claim that if one confessed sins to priests, forgiveness of those sins would be immediately obtained. Thus came the confessional where a priest sits behind a screen, hears the sins confessed by someone, and pronounces forgiveness. In the Reformation this false doctrine was condemned by Martin Luther, who was originally a Roman Catholic priest himself. Luther discovered this great truth: “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last just as it is written, The righteous will live by faith” (Romans 1:17). 
Another false doctrine was the repeated sacrifice of Jesus in the “mass,” effectively destroying the value of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice on the cross which was given once and for all: “When this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God (Hebrews 10:12). The claim was made that when the “sacrifice of the mass” takes place, the bread or wafer is transformed into actual body and the wine into the actual blood of Jesus. 
As time passed great emphasis was placed on building grand buildings as the appropriate place for worship. Thus the meaning of “church,” which originally meant the people, came to refer to a building. Gone was the simplicity of the early church meeting in homes. The grandest buildings of all were called cathedrals. 
Another false doctrine was that one should pray to saints. Jesus told us how we were to come to God: “Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). But this was changed when prayer began to be directed to Mary, the mother of Jesus, and individually identified saints.
The false doctrine of the Trinity changed the worship of the “one true God” by substituting the mysterious idea that God the Father, his son Jesus Christ, and the holy spirit were actually three co-equal and co-eternal parts of “God.” The Bible makes no such claim.
Thus the church was led into great errors: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field but while everyone was sleeping his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away” (Matthew 13:24.25). The weeds are the children of the enemy, the Antichrist system of false doctrines. The Antichrist “opposes and exalts himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, and even sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God [a mighty one].”
Jesus said: “When you see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand” (Matthew 24:15). The Antichrist is “the abomination that causes desolation” (see Daniel 12:11). It is a deceptive counterfeit Christ system constructed by Satan. The papacy is an abominable system that causes the desolation or destruction of the Most Holy Faith, the Bible truths. Our Lord warned us of this: “I have come in my Father’s name and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name you will accept him” (John 5:43). Jesus referred to the future development of this antichrist system which would use Jesus’ name and claim to be “The Christ” (the church) with the pope as its head supervising its church members. But “God placed all things under his [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be everything for the church” (Ephesians 1:22). Jesus is the Head and those under him are the members of his body. 
Daniel wrote: “As I watched this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them” (Daniel 7:21). This prophecy describes the terrible persecutions by papacy against the true Christians and the believers in the Bible during the Dark Ages. Papacy killed fifty million people directly or indirectly over this thirteen-hundred-year period primarily through the office of the “Inquisition.” Perceived enemies of the Roman Catholic Church were burned to death, stabbed and executed by monstrous techniques too terrible to describe. Efforts were often made to give the maximum pain possible since, according to their beliefs, it was surely less than what the victims would experience when God himself sent them to everlasting torture in hell. 
We read: “I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her I was greatly astonished” (Revelation 17:6). John the revelator correctly depicts the Antichrist papacy as “drunk with the blood of the saints and those who bore testimony to Jesus.” It was truly astonishing that this false system was permitted to dominate the saints to such an extent. 
Daniel had a similar vision and it greatly affected him: “I, Daniel was deeply troubled by my thoughts and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself” (Daniel 7:28). “I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding” (Daniel 8:27). 
This is only some of the story of the Antichrist. There is more to be told as we learn about the final judgment of the Antichrist system. In our next lesson we will study the Book of Revelation’s account of the history, development, final judgment, and destruction of Antichrist.
—Amen—
� All Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





