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STUDY #3
THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS (PART 2)
In the last lesson we saw the “Mystery of the Cross” and how Jesus’ words in John 12:32 where he spoke of drawing “all men unto me,” refers to the ransom, the equal corresponding price, which he came to give, as he said: “For even the Son of man came … to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). These “many” we also saw means the whole world of mankind: “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:5,6).
This ransom or equal corresponding price was for one man—Adam—through whom all of the world have inherited the death sentence. The Bible states that clearly: “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the death. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21,22).
In the last lesson we studied the ransom price that Jesus gave. Now we will discuss its results or, in other words, the ransom work. It was through the one man Adam that the whole race was sentenced to death, but through the sacrifice of the “second Adam,” the second perfect man, the entire race will be delivered from death: “So in Christ shall all be made alive.” This is called the one for one principle.
The “One For One” Principle

Let us see how this principle works: “And as I may so say, Levi also, who received tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him” (Hebrews 7:9,10). Levi was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham. So Levi was Abraham’s great grandson. Levi was the head or father of the tribe of Levites who were selected to serve God in the Tabernacle. They received no share in the promised land. They received a “tithe,” or a tenth, from the remaining tribes for their support. Levi himself never paid tithe, he only received them. But the Hebrews text tells us that when Abraham paid “tithes” to King Melchizedek, it could be said that Levi (who was yet unborn and “in Abraham’s loins”), could be said to have paid tithes as well. This is the “one for one” principle
All humanity “in Adam” are considered as having sinned and thus come under death condemnation while yet unborn and “in the loins of Adam” when their ancestor Adam sinned in the garden of Eden. But when a redemptive, ransom price is paid for Adam, the whole world with Adam is released from that death sentence which came on Adam and the whole human race. This is God’s great divine plan for all mankind: “For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:20,21). This seems like strange language. 
Let us read it again: “For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope” (Romans 8:20). The word “creature” refers to the whole human race. They were made “subject to vanity” or in other words, received the inherited sin and death condition. This was done “not willingly” because every individual human was not given a choice nor consulted regarding the matter. It was done in hope “by him” referring to God himself and his plan. This refers to the period when “as in Adam all die.” 
Some may ask, “Is it right or just for God to do this?” Actually it happens regularly when parents even before the birth of a child make plans regarding school, career, and training without asking the child’s opinion. Decisions in the best interest of the child are made by the parents. So with God who is the “Father” of all creation: “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 3:14,15). Yes, God has a wonderful plan for his human children.

We see that wonderful plan as we continue reading: “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:21). This deliverance is through the ransom sacrifice on the cross. The “glorious liberty of the children of God” describes the salvation God will provide for the whole human race from this condition of sin and death.

How Will This Happen? 
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our saviour who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3,4). This is God’s will for the world! Generally the words “to be saved” is assumed to mean “to be taken to heaven.” If that were the meaning here, it would be ridiculous for God to take all men in their present moral condition to heaven. Besides, the general understanding about salvation is that first, one comes unto the knowledge of the truth and then “is saved.” Here the matter is reversed! Why?

God’s will is that first “all men to be saved.” This refers to the condition all men are now in, that is, the death or condemned condition. Through the ransom all men are to be “made alive”: “And have hope towards God that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). This is the great truth of the resurrection of all the dead.
“Resurrection” is a Biblical doctrine or teaching which is completely unknown within all other religions. While other religions may speak of life after death through rebirth through the womb as in Hinduism and Buddhism, or life in a spiritual “paradise” as taught by Muslims and even Christians, the teaching of resurrection in the Bible is very different. The Bible speaks of how God by exercising his mighty divine power is able to restore back to life those who have died and gone out of existence. God’s power will restore each person with the body and mind as when they died. It is an unbelievable miracle!

Aged people will be resurrected in an aged condition as when they died; young people will be resurrected in the same condition. Even infants and babies will be resurrected as infants and babies as when they died.
The Greek word translated resurrection is anastasis (Strong’s Greek #386) and means “raised to life again” or “standing up again.” So “resurrection” really refers not only to the great and miraculous restoration to a living condition, but also a restoration back to the perfect conditions once enjoyed by Adam. Resurrection is a process that begins with an “awakening from the dead” condition.

That all are to be raised from death is clearly taught by Jesus: “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice and shall come forth” (John 5:28). Truly it is an unbelievable and a marvelous thing! Jesus speaks of the great day of the “awakening of the dead.” Just as today is when “as in Adam all die” that period will be the fulfillment of “so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
This is a doctrine taught in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. Here’s one example: “Thy dead men shall live, awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead” (Isaiah 26:19). It is so clear: the dead shall awake from the “dust.” We read again: “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake” (Daniel 12:2). It is so clear!
Instruction Follows Resurrection
Thus God will have all men “to be saved” from death by the resurrection of the dead. Then there is the next step in the will of God: “… and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Mankind have all died in sin and will be “awakened,” “made alive,” in that same condition. They must then be delivered from sin. How is that possible? “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). The “sanctifying” or “cleansing” from the sinful condition and character is done through the truth.

The knowledge of God’s word and the truth causes cleansing from the ways of sin by obeying the word of truth. Some examples are bad language, selfishness, cheating, lying etc. But with all the dead “awakening,” this “knowledge of the truth” must cover all the world. How will that be accomplished? Here’s the answer: “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). The whole world will be filled with the knowledge of God’s Word and that Word is The Bible!

Again we see the same matter confirmed: “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9). The means to do this is before our very eyes! Today information and knowledge is transmitted into every home through the radio, television, internet, DVDs, CDs, etc. Books have been replaced by audio-visual presentations. This technology has been developed only in the last 70-to-80 years. This shows how close we are to that blessed time. Truly the understanding of how this verse will be fulfilled in our large and diverse world is becoming clearer day by day. It is like waking up one morning and coming out of our home and finding cameras, lights, generator vans, chairs, but no people at all. What would one think? Ah, there is to be a film shooting shortly. All that equipment naturally leads to that conclusion.

Likewise today. With so much astounding technology to take information far and wide instantaneously the time is close when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” About that glorious time it is written: “They shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them” (Jeremiah 31:34). Thus will all come unto the knowledge of the truth and have the opportunity to be sanctified or cleansed from their sins.
But one may ask, “Where is the space for both the living and the dead?” Good question! Here is God’s command to Adam and Eve in Eden: “God blessed them and said to them, be fruitful and increase in number; and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28, NIV). God’s command was not to overfill it but to “fill the earth”

Just as a theater ticket seller knows when to stop selling tickets when enough have been sold to fill the seats, the Almighty knows when to bring an end to reproduction so as not to overfill the earth. Similarly when at a petrol filling station an attendant is instructed to “fill the tank,” he does not overfill it. Surely the holy and almighty God would do the same.
The world’s present population is almost 7 billion people. In the early 1800s it was 1 billion. An estimate of the number of all who have ever lived is at most 100 billion. Now consider the size of Australia. It is a slightly more than 7.6 million square kilometers (7.6 trillion square meters). If all 100 billion people were placed in Australia, each person would have 7.6 trillion divided by 100 billion or 76 square meters each. (Those living in New York City have 94 square meters today.)
There is the whole wide world to fit all these people. Australia, after all, contains only 5% of our planet’s land. God surely has planned well to fill the beautiful landscape of this earth with every person who has ever lived!
The World’s Judgment Day
Now, we come to a greatly misunderstood verse: “They that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:29—the NIV says “be condemned”). Is the resurrection of the dead who have done evil only so that they can be damned or condemned? Does the death of Jesus bring no hope for the poor world? Not at all: “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17). The whole world is already under the condemnation of death. God sent his son to save the world from that condemnation, not to condemn an already condemned world. The condemnation on the world is the condemnation of death with all its suffering and sorrows. 
The word translated “damnation” (KJV) or “condemned” (NIV) in John 5:29 is from the Greek word krisis which has the same meaning as the English word “crisis.” It means “a time of judgment” or “emergency.” Someone in the Intensive Care Unit of a hospital may be said to have entered into a “crisis,” that is, into a position where survival or death hangs in the balance. Likewise the world of mankind “who have done evil” rise to a “resurrection of crisis” or “judgment.” That will be the world’s judgment day!
Here’s what we read of that “judgment day”: “Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). In that day of judgment the appointed judge is the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who willingly sacrificed his life for the salvation of all the world! 
Is this judgment “day” to last only 24 hours? Let us find the answer: “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). A day with the Lord does not last 24 hours but one thousand years! Thus we see the world’s “day of judgment” lasts 1,000 years.
“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2). The word everlasting is from the Hebrew word olam, a word that means “age lasting” as in a period of time. It does not necessarily mean forever! “Contempt” refers to making known all the scandals and corruptions and deceits committed by all people. “For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the house tops” (Luke 12:2,3). “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:14).
What a judgment “day” this will be. Imagine all the secrets of corruptions among individuals, families, and nations becoming known!
Now let us see another picture of the ransom of Jesus: “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4). Jesus was born a Jew meaning he was “born under” the law! Jesus was the only one who ever kept the law perfectly and thus gained its prize. Life is the prize offered by the Law: “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 18:5); “And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them” (Galatians 3:12). 
Jesus gained the eternal human life rights offered by the Law, then gave them away: “I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:51). Jesus sacrificed those human life rights for “the life of the world.” Thus we read of Jesus’ ransom: “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Timothy 2:5,6). Jesus never sacrificed his life rights as a heavenly spirit being but as a human being, the man Christ Jesus! It is like owning a house in London and another in New York. Once one of the houses is given away or sold it cannot be taken back. So with Jesus. He had heavenly life rights, and human or earthly life rights! And he sacrificed his earthly life rights, never to take them up again!

Now the Lord is no longer a human being but a spirit or heavenly being as described by the apostle Peter: “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death flesh, but quickened Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). Thus the Lord Jesus is now a spirit being having sacrificed his perfect human life with its life rights as the ransom for Adam (see 2 Corinthians 5:16). Thus the Lord confirms that the world will no more see him, for he is no longer flesh: “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more” (John 14:19). 
The Seed of Jesus

Finally we see another aspect relating to our Lord Jesus and his ransom: “He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days” (Isaiah 53:10). “Seed” refers to the children of Jesus! Jesus could have married. It is not wrong to do so (see Hebrews 13:4). The Da Vinci Code, a fictional book, claims Jesus married Mary Magdelene. But Jesus chose not to marry anyone. Instead he made the Adamic race his “seed” and will be its “Everlasting Father” in the resurrection (Isaiah 9:6). That is why Isaiah 53:10 says he shall see his seed. What a wonderful savior the world has!
Soon the whole earth will be filled with his glory: “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10,11). 
In due time when all will be made alive again in the resurrection of the dead and be told of this great truth, all will praise the Lord for his great love and sacrifice, and worship his holy name!
Amen!
