REPORT OF THE 12TH GHANA LEADERS’ SEMINAR 

September 14, 2010

As usual I left Warri at 6 a.m. for Lagos and arrived at about 3 p.m. Not wishing to have any traffic problem frequently experienced on Lagos roads, I set off for Murtala Mohammed Airport straight away. Checking was smooth but the flight was once again delayed for One and one half hours. Bro. Edward Nkansah and  Bro. Samuel Ofori Amporful of Ashaiman Class were at the Kotoka Airport, Accra waiting for me. We went straight away to the Neoplan Bus Station where we had a quick dinner and then boarded a bus. The bus left Accra at about 12 p.m. local time but due to repairs on the air conditioning facility of the bus which broke down on several occasions, we arrived at Bro. Amoo’s home at about 5.30 a.m.  We rested till 8 .a.m. and had our  breakfast.

DAY ONE: September 15, 2010

The Seminar commenced with Morning devotion at 9.15 a.m. local time. After the morning devotion Bro. Samuel Amoo gave a short welcome address specifically asking attendees to be focused on the object of the gathering which was to study, study and study. He enjoined all to utilize the opportunity the seminar afforded to ask questions on areas which have been bothering them and actively participate in the discussions. I was really impressed by this address because in his place I would have said exactly the same thing.

Bro. Edward Nkansah gave the first study. Next was the a discourse by Bro. John Quidoo. His discourse and the question session following it took us to lunch break at 12.45 p.m.

After lunch we went straight into the main study for the day – “Baptism of the New Creation” which took us to 5.10 p.m. local time.  Thereafter we had a Testimony meeting from 5.20 to 5.50 p.m. The day was rounded up with Songs in the Night at 5.55p.m.

Attendees on this first day were eleven (11): -

1. Bro. Samuel Amoo 

2. Bro. Edward Nkansah 

3. Bro. Thomas Nti 

4. Bro. John Quaidoo 

5. Bro. Samuel Ofori Amporful 

6. Bro. Kyei Berko 

7. Bro. Emmanuel Menu 

8. Sr.  Grace 

9. Bro. Noah Amoo 

10. Bro. Isaiah Amoo 

11. Bro. Moses Obire
 DAY TWO September 16, 2010

Morning Devotion between 9.15 and 9.30 a.m.

Bro. Thomas Nti took the stand from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m.  Thereafter Bro. Emmanuel Menu came in with his discourse which took us to lunch break.

On resumption from lunch break at 1.35 p.m. we took the main study of the day – “Baptism of the New Creation” – a continuation of the study begun the previous day. This study took us till 6.00 p.m. when we had the Songs in the Night.

This day’s study session and the questions and answers session were very interactive and brethren actually gained a better appreciation of the true meaning of Baptism in Christ. This was to form a recurring reference point for most brethren throughout the seminar.

Attendees on day Two were Thirteen (13) as Bro. Enoch Annan and Sr. Elizabeth Amoo joined us.   

I later held a short meeting with the Pilgrim brothers just before dinner.

DAY THREE September 17, 2010

Morning Devotion between 9.05 and 9.25 a.m.

Bro. Samuel Amoo then took the stand with his study from 9.25 a.m. to 10.45 a.m. This was followed by Bro. Berko’s discourse from 11.05 a.m. to 11.25 a.m. Thereafter we began the Main Study Two “The Foes and Besetments of the New Creation” at 11. 45 a.m. this took us to lunch time at 1 p.m.

After lunch we continued the study and concluded the session with the questions and answers on the topic as well as points learned at 6.15 p.m.

Songs in The Night was at 6.15 p.m. 

Attendees on this day were Fourteen (14), Sr. Florence Sika having joined us on this day.

After dinner I held another short meeting with the Pilgrim brothers.

DAY FOUR: September 18, 2010

Morning Devotions at 9.00 a.m.

Bro. Noah Amoo took his discourse from 9.20 to 10.a.m.

Then Bro. Enoch Annan took his turn from 10.15 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.

Main Study Two “Foes and Besetments of the New Creation” (a continuation) then took us to lunch break at 12.30 p.m.

After lunch the Study was continued till 6.10 p.m.

Songs in The Night was at 6.15 p.m.

Attendees were FIFTEEN (15) Bro. Adam Amoo arrived at 11.05 a.m. and also Sr. Sarah joined us from morning till about 5.p.m. local time. Sr. Florence was not present on this day.

DAY FIVE September 19, 2010 (SUNDAY)

Morning period was Kumasi Class Sunday service.

We began Seminar activities at 2.p.m. after lunch with Bro Adam Amoo taking his discourse. Seminar main study Three on “Temptations Peculiar to The New Creation” began at 3.20 p.m. and was concluded at 6.p.m with the questions and answers and points learned session.  Songs in The Night concluded the day’s activities at 6.10 p.m.

Attendees on day five were Seventeen (17) Sr. Florence, Sr. Sarah and her elder sister having been with us throughout the day. 

After dinner I had a meeting with all the attendees.

DAY SIX: September 20, 2010

Morning Devotion at 9.15 a.m. followed by Main Study Four – “How To Locate Ourselves”  at 10.00 a.m. and we continued study four “How To Locate Ourselves”  throughout the day concluding it at 4.10. p.m. A questions and answers session then followed till about 5 p.m.

Testimony Meeting concluded the proceedings of the day. Songs in The Night and the usual hymn 64 concluded the day’s activities as well as the seminar at about 6 p.m.

MEETINGS WITH THE PILGRIM BRETHREN

The issues which were discussed with the pilgrim brethren are as follows:-

1. Pilgrim brethren to ensure other brethren other than those who have given discourses at seminars and conventions are groomed for presentation of discourses at the various classes they visit. This was well taken. 

2. All pilgrim brethren will be required to travel to Cape Coast after the Dunkwa Seminar in January for a few days to meet with the American brethren there. This was also well taken. 

3. How has the Pilgrim brethren’s Monthly meeting with leaders of their areas of jurisdiction been? The following were the responses:;
(i)                  Western Region has not done anything about this yet.

(ii)                Kumasi – Bro. Samuel Amoo said that the meetings have been very regular and they were being held at his place. 

(iii)               Accra – Bro. Edward reported that Accra area leaders have met three times before the thought came that all Accra area brethren should be meeting at one location always. This new arrangement is fortnightly. 

4. The JJuuko sample of Witnessing Program: This was discussed and all the pilgrim brethren said that they will try a similar program design for their areas. 

5. The New DVDs from Bro. Bob Goodman – Only Bro. Amoo said that he has used them while others said that they have just very recently received them and so have not used them. Discussion was centered on how they could be utilized more profitably. It was agreed that they be used along the same line of PLAY- PULSE- DISCUSS – PLAY   method which they have been using with other CDs and DVDs.
MEETING WITH  ALL ATTENDEEES

The meeting started at 7.05 with a prayer by Bro. Edward Nkansah.

The issues discussed were as follows;-

1. USE OF DVDs and CDs.

(i)                  Ashaiaman  Class has not received them yet

(ii)                Bro. John Quaidoo has not received them yet.

(iii)               Bro. Kyei Berko has not received them yet.

(iv)              Bro Enoch Annan has not received them yet

(v)                Bro. Edward Nkansah only just received them on September 14.

(vi)              Bro. Emmanuel Menu  only just received them on September 14.

(vii)             Bro. Nti received them on September 4 but has not used them with the brethren in his area yet.

The conclusion of our discussion was that all brethren are to use them for studies the same way other DVDs and CDs have been employed previously. It was report by Bro. Menu that Bro. Rogers said one of the DVDs recently received was not good, and also by Bro. Nti said that one of his was also bad. Questioned further it was discovered that it was the same Disk number ONE of the Faith Foundations. Another point raised was that the DVD player is too small for a large group so it is better to use it with a television. 

2. GENERAL CONVENTION:

Areas for improvements include – (a) Appropriately prepared programmes for children and young people in future Conventions (b) Committee members to be properly briefed about their functions and helped to actively carry out their responsibilities. (c) The convention programme to be enhanced to include evening sessions after dinner so as to maximize the use of the days of the convention (d) 

Need for adequate funding. (e) A new convention committee to be set up immediately to begin plans for next year convention.

3. WITNESSING AND GROUP DEVELOPMENT:  The discussion here was about developing more members of the classes along the line of discourse preparation and presentation so as to groom other members for services at convention and seminars. This was well taken by all. One brother mentioned that all his class members are women. Strategies for witnessing were also looked at vis-à-vis the sample from Bro. Jjuuko.
HOMEWARD JOURNEY: (Sepember 21, 2010)
Bro. Edward and Bro. Samuel Ofori Amporful once again accompanied me to Accra. Bro. Edward saw me off at the Airport at about 6 a.m. on Tuesday 21 (we having traveled from Kumasi through the night). My flight from Accra to Lagos was on schedule at 8.20 a.m. Ghanaian time. I arrived Lagos at 10.20 Nigerian Time (9.20 Ghanaian Time) and set off in a taxi for the Bus station. It was at the Bus station I spent much time as there were so few passengers. The bus left Lagos at 1.40 p.m. A few kilometers to Warri we met a group of vehicles that were parked along the road. The occupants told us that armed robbers had blocked the road  about half a kilometer ahead but a police patrol team had gone there. We spent about 30 minutes before it was declared clear for us to go on. I finally arrived home at 10.55 p.m. precisely.

I had developed both severe headache and abdominal pains on the last two days of the seminar. These pains continued throughout the journey and I could not do anything at home throughout Wednesday 22. I am better now (today 23). This accounts for the delay in sending my report.

GENRAL REMARKS:

Feeding as usual was excellent. Preparation of meals was excellent. Attendance at the study sessions by brethren present was excellent as there was a sense of seriousness by all.  In all, everything went well. Bro. Samuel Amoo had a photographer take some photographs which he will send. Also Bro. Edward took one or two which he promised to send.

APPRECIATION

I wish to thank all the BSCFA members for the wonderful love and care for my spiritual welfare in providing me with these opportunities to study more than I would have done otherwise. I am particularly blessed by the topics studied at this seminar.

 

Bro. Moses Ena. Obire

(Warri, Nigeria)

September 23, 2010  

___________________________________________________________________

Dear Brethren, 

I bring love and greetings from our Lord and Savoir Jesus Christ . I am hereby giving a summary of the just ended leadership seminar held in Kumasi at Bro. Samuel Amoo's residence from the 15th September to 20th. By the Lords grace I left home on the 14th September around 10:45am and arrived in Accra 5:48pm and took a taxi to the airport where I met Bros. Obire and Ofori Amprofo from Ashiaman. Brethren, the flight landed an hour late and finally Bro. Obire came out from the arrival hall with a smile from his face as we met once again , We then took a taxi cab to the bus terminal and a bus and travel overnight to Kumasi. We arrived 4:55 am on 15th September at Bro. Samuel's residence and rested before preparing for the beginning of the seminar. Brethren, when we were having our breakfast we heard that our brethren from the Dunkwa area were coming. 

We had expected 16 brethren from Cape Coast, Western Region, Accra , Kumasi and Dunkwa Area but thank God we who were able to be there were richly blessed by the topics  treated (THE BAPTISM OF THE NEW CREATION, THE FOES AND BESETMENTS OF THE NEW CREATION, TEMPTATIONS PECULIAR TO THE NEW CREATION and  HOW TO LOCATE OURSELVES) . Looking at all thE topics I personally was blessed because there were some of them which I took great lessons. We put our heads together and the 3 pilgrim who were then present took the assignments of those who were absent so that all of lesson 32 of the 53 Lessons was explained. Bro. Obire took over the rest of the program and this helped us to cover many lessons. We also had a business meeting to discuss the matter of absentees.

We took a group pictures as well and ended the final program Monday evening around 7:15pm and traveled overnight with Bros. Obire and Ofori Amprofo to Accra and arrived   5:45am the next morning. From the lorry park we took a taxi cab to the airport where we embraced each other and I traveled back to Kumasi and arrived around 12:35pm in the afternoon.

 

 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Brethren, first I will like to thank the Bible Student Committee for Africa for the support in such seminars and conventions. What I have realized is that you want us to grow, but I have learned that everyone here must understand what seminars and conventions mean to us. 

If possible, when you brethren are here, please allow some time for business meetings for us to discuss local matters that affect us all. Also, we found that the planning committee for the previous general convention did fail in some areas but by knowing these things, this time around we have started early planning concerning next year's convention where each area brought their representatives and we had our first business before leaving the seminar grounds. I hope this time around you will receive our program and request for support earlier for review. For your information here are the names of the  planning committee members: Bro. Edward Nkansah, Bro. Thomas Nti, Bro. Ofori Amprofo, Bro. Emmanuel Menu and Bro. Enock Annan. We are waiting to hear from our brethren in the Dunkwa area  to get the name of their representative.
In Him,

Bro. Edward Nkansah

