REPORT OF THE 11TH GHANA LEADERS’SEMINAR OF APRIL 16TH TO 21ST 2010
I left home at 6 a.m. on April 15, arrived Murtala Muhammed International Airport , Ikeja – Lagos at 3 p.m. and waited till 7 p.m. to catch my flight to Accra. On arrival at Accra I was welcomed by Brothers Edward Nkansah and Adam Amoo. Thereafter, we went to the NewPlan station for a bus ride to Kumasi. Bro. Adam there informed me that his employer refused to grant his request for permission and so will only be coming to the seminar at the weekend (Saturday and Sunday). So, it was only Brother Edward who accompanied me on the journey to Kumasi. We arrived at the home of Bro. Amoo at 3.55 a.m. local time on April 16. No other brother has arrived yet. 
DAY ONE: 16th April, 2010.
The first to arrive at 9.10 a.m. were Brothers Thomas Nti, Moses Baah and John Quidoo from Western Region. Breakfast on this day was deliberately delayed due to the very low attendance. We had breakfast from 9.30 to 10 a.m. At 10.05 Bro. Emmanuel Menu arrived.
We began the programme at 10.15 a.m. with Morning Devotion which took us to 10.30. Thereafter, Bro. Edward Nkansah presented his study on the Tabernacle based on Study 31 of the 53 lessons. You may have noted from the programme that Bro. Plange was assigned to the first Study based on this subject but he was not available having sent word that he would be coming to the seminar on Monday the 19th. After Bro. Edward’s presentation we took a discourse by Bro. Moses Baah again because those scheduled to give discourses not being available. After this presentation we break for lunch. Bro. Rogers came as we were leaving for lunch. 
The main study of the day title “Our Responsibility to One Another” began at 2.25 p.m. and was concluded at 5.20 p.m. Bro. Kyei Berko came while the study was on at 3.30 p.m. A question and answer and what lessons/points were learned session followed the study from 5.20 p.m. to 5.50 p.m. A testimony meeting was then held. 
A MEETING WITH THE PILGRIMS
After closing with Songs in The Night, I called the Pilgrim brethren present for a 30 minute meeting. Our discussion was basically on “The 8 – Point Reporting” Format . Since Bro. Plange was not available I told them that we shall have another discussion when he is present.
A MEETING WITH THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE
At 7.40 p.m. I had a short meeting with the brethren of the Convention Committee. I asked for updates and gave them vital information about the planning of conventions. It was agreed that we will have another meeting before the end of the seminar to put concrete structures in place.
ATTENDANCE on Day one was 9 
1. Bro. Samuel Amoo
2. Bro. Edward Nkansah
3. Bro. Thomas Nti
4. Bro. Moses Baah
5. Bro. John Quidoo
6. Bro. Emmanuel Menu
7. Bro. Kyei Berko
8. Bro. Jerome Rogers
9. Bro. Moses Obire. 
DAY TWO: 17TH APRIL, 2010
Morning Devotion at 9.05 a.m. 
Bro. Samuel Amoo then took us through his study on The Tabernacle based on Study 31 of the 53 lessons from 9.25 a.m. to 10.25 a.m. The question session following the study took us to 10.55 a.m. After this study session and a 15 minute intermission, Bro. Kyei Berko was called to give his discourse. This took us to 12 noon when we break for lunch.
After lunch the main study of the day titled “Our Responsibility Concerning the Present Truth” was taken from 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. The question session that followed took us to 5. 25 p.m. Songs in the Night was at 5.25 p.m.
ATTENDACE on this day was 11, Brothers Adam and Noah having joined us early in the morning.
DAY THREE: APRIL 18TH 2010
Day three being a Sunday, the morning period was devoted to Kumasi Class usual service which took us from 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Brothers Leonard Plange and Thomas Duah arrived at 11.30 while the class service was on. Lunch break followed the Kumasi class service session.
Upon resumption from lunch at 2 p.m., I called on Brother Plange to present his study based on Study 31 of the 53 lessons. He told me that he was not ready because he only just received the Material today April 18th) and that he will make his presentation tomorrow (April 19th). I therefore called on Bro. Adam Amoo to take his discourse. During the short intermission following Bro. Adam’s presentation, Bro. Plange whispered to me that he was ready to make his study presentation but I quietly ignored him. Bro. Noah was next with his discourse and lastly Bro. Duah took the stand. These discourses took us from 2 p.m. to 3. 50 p.m. when we took the Main study of the day titled “Patience and Element of Character” from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Songs in the Night was at 6.05 p.m.
ATTENDANCE on this day was 13 
DAY FOUR: APRIL 19TH 2010
Morning Devotion was at 9 a.m. At 9.15 a.m. Brother Thomas Nti presented his study on the Tabernacle. His session ended at 10. 45 then Bro. Rogers who was asking to be allowed to go back home for official school assignment was called to present his own study on the Tabernacle. This took us to 12 noon.
A MEETING 
After Brother Rogers’ presentation, we were about to go for lunch when I decided to call a meeting. Discussions were on two points: -
1. Their attitudes towards seminars in recent times
2. Brother Plange’s accusation that I am bias in reporting seminar proceedings. 
On the first issue I asked them to candidly give an evaluation of the seminars we have been conducting and tell us whether they are profitable or not or whether they were initially profitable but have now lost their usefulness. All present unanimously agreed that the seminars were beneficial and that they have always been very rewarding spiritually to them. On hearing this from virtually all of them, I demanded to know the reasons for their attitudes towards attendance. I call to their minds the fact that it has become a tradition for brethren to miss days of the seminar for practically no tangible reason and most give no reasons to me when they eventually show up. I particularly asked Brothers Plange and Thomas Duah why they only walked in on Day three and up till lunch break on Day Four they did not deemed it necessary to at least tell me why they kept back for the two days. Concluding my short talk I told them that their actions are indicative of one of two things to me – either they no longer value the seminars or they no longer enjoy my leading the seminars. All present spoke that they need the seminars and that I have been helpful to them. I therefore told them to change their attitude toward attendance at the seminars. An issue came up here. Some claimed that they were not aware that they should arrive the venue on the evening preceding the opening day of the seminars. They therefore requested that I inform you to confirm it in the correspondences for future seminars.
On the second issue, Brother Plange actually came with correspondences from you and was trying to prove that a statement by you on those who simply copy verbatim what Bro. Russell wrote as their discourses was the reason he concluded that I recommended some people while leaving others. And that seminars are not meant for evaluations but learning the Truth. After much discussion the brethren made him see reason that he erred in his judgment and therefore should withdraw his accusation and apologize. This he did and actually came forward to shake my hand after the meeting was over. Meeting over, we took our lunch.
After lunch, we took the main study of the day titled “Perfect as Your Father is Perfect” from 2.30 p.m. to 5.10 p.m. A question and answer/ what were learned sessions took us to 5. 30 p.m.
Songs in The Night was at 5.35 p.m. local time.
A MEETING WITH THE PILGRIMS
A short meeting was then held with the pilgrim brethren on the “ 8 Point-Reporting” format. Here Bro. Plange told us that he has written to you to tell you what he feels about the issue of (1) Questions from the floor; and (2) Continued witnessing. He said since he has sent his feeling on these to you there was no need to discuss them. He however agreed to report on the other items listed.
I then took them through the four specific questions of: -
1. What is the name of the local leader for each group that you service as indicated in your monthly report? On this, it was mentioned that some groups being very new have no identifiable leaders for now and so leading was been rotated. Bro. Edward said here that it would be impossible to pick leaders in such cases because if the person(s) fail(s) to do well the rest will say that it had been an imposition upon them. 
2. It would seem desirable for the pilgrims to have a monthly meeting for several hours with each of the local leaders together in order to train them in teaching techniques when they meet with their groups at times when the pilgrim is not present: On this all the pilgrims agreed and said that they will work out the logistical issues and the budget to accomplish it. I was however told that they needed time up till end of the month of May before the implementation can begin.
3. Nothing really came out of the translation of study materials issue. They simply said that most of those in the village can neither read nor write so there was no need for efforts in that direction now.
4. Copies of Monthly reports being sent to each other was okay. No problems with sharing the information and so could continue. No problems have emerged at all as a result of this approach.
5. Lastly I re-emphasized the need to use the 53 lessons effectively in their pilgrim work.
Attendance on this day was 11, Brothers Adam and Noah Amoo having returned to their stations. Bro. Jerome Rogers also left after lunch on this day.
DAY FIVE: APRIL 20TH 2010
Morning Devotion was at 9.15 a.m. This was followed by Bro. Plange’s study on the Tabernacle which took us from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. After an intermission, a discourse by Bro. John Quidoo was taken. This took us from 11.15 a.m. to 11.45 a.m. Finding that no other discourse presentation was available, we utilized the remaining time on hand to hold another meeting of all. Two point-agenda was presented. (a) What becomes of these dear ones? And (b) June 2010 Convention 
1. I went through the list of the names I had sent to you sometime ago and the following was the outcome of the exercise.
	s/no
	Name
	Location and update

	1
	Samuel 
	Akropong - (Western Region) – not yet located by Bro. Nti

	2
	William Twumasi
	Nkonya – (Western Region) – Has been found but due to the nature of his work he is not available for studies.

	3
	John Ango
	Gyaman (Western) Has been found but no longer interested.

	4
	Emmanuel Amoabeng
	Ayanfuri (Dunkwa) He is very active in studies ( according to Bro. Plange)

	5
	Michael Ossei
	Tanodumasi (Kumasi) – Deceased.

	6
	Binney
	Abrem (Cape Coast) – He is no longer interested.

	7.
	Felix Daddah
	Doryum (Accra) He is still around but not serious about studies.

	8.
	Adamu Adams
	Dunkwa-On-Offin (Dunkwa) Bro. Plange said that the American brethren always stay at this brother’s place and so should tell why he is not active.

	9.
	Adu Benjamin
	Sefwi (Western) He is not found yet and Sefwi is a very far place.

	10.
	George Agyei Ansah
	Nsawam (Accra) He has not been located yet.

	11.
	Samuel Gyekye
	Now in Kumasi area. He has been seen but appears not to be serious any longer.

	12.
	15 Sisters at Dominanse
	Dunkwa area. Though nothing is known about this group of sisters, but one Bro. Aidoo is in Dominanse. He will be contacted to help locate these sisters.


 
Classes named in the reports that are not so far represented at seminars were: -
1.      Ayanfuri ---- This class is functional
2.      Dominase ----- This Class is functional
3.      Abreshia ----- This class is no more functional
4.      Akropong ----- This class is no more
5.      Dadiaso ----- This is class is supposedly functioning as Bro. Ben Bright is here.
6.      Nkonya ----- This Class is functional
7.      Gyaman ---- This Class is functional
8.      New Aduampong --- This Class is functional (Bro. Kyei Berko is here)
9.      Kokoben ----- This Class is functional
10.  Sefwi ----- This class is no more
11.  Doryum ---- This Class is no more
12.  Nsawam ---- This Class is no more
13.  Asuafua ---- This Class is functional
14.  Sekondi --- This class is no more
15.  Tanodumasi, ---- This Class is functional
16.  Abrem. ------ No more.
2. JUNE 2010 CONVENTION
Discussion on this subject was very progressive and a programme for the convention was worked out at this meeting. One aspect of the discussion that appears to be holding down progress is the area of funding. Only two Regions - (Kumasi and Cape Coast) have paid up their mandatory contribution of fifty Ghana Cedis. Western Region brethren promised to hand their own to Bro. Edward whenever he is their area after this seminar. Brothers Plange and Thomas Duah of Dunkwa however, were not forthcoming with any reasonable word. They said they were not aware of the matter since their representative at the Convention committee (Bro. Enoch Amoah) did not tell them anything. They however, promised following pressure from the rest brethren, that they will send their own through Bank transfer to Bro. Menu early in May. Nothing was heard from Ashaiman area since Bro. Kofi Ainooson did not show up. 
The dates of the Convention have been fixed also.
After this meeting, we had lunch.
Study five titled “Perfecting Holiness” commenced at 2.30 p.m. and this took us to 5.50 p.m. Songs in the Night was at 6 p.m.
Attendance on this day was 10
DAY SIX: APRIL 21ST 2010
Morning Devotion was at 9.15 a.m. This was followed by the discourse by Bro. Emmanuel menu from 9.30 a.m. to 10 a.m. The rest of the day was taken by study six titled “The Tongue A Power For Good Or Evil” which ended at 4.50 p.m. 
The last testimony meeting was from 5.10 p.m. to 5.40 p.m. 
Brethren were very appreciative of the work being done by the American brethren, Bro. Khurrsino and the African pilgrims. They were thankful to God for the privilege to be beneficiaries of His great care spiritually and temporally.
GENERAL REMARKS:
1. The seminar was successful as studies were executed with all seriousness and much was learned from them. The aspect of the use of study 31 of the 53 lessons by the Pilgrim brethren was very rewarding. Personally I appreciated it very much because it created needed in-depth insight into the subject matter.
2. Performance of brethren: Brothers Noah, Adam and Menu were very good in their discourse presentations. Bro. Menu did a very good job by beautifully covering every detail of each paragraph of the material from which he prepared his discourse without actually copying the material verbatim and his concluding summary was superb. Brothers Kyei Berko and Thomas Duah were told to improve their preparation in the future. It was obvious that they copied the materials given to them and were therefore struggling with the difficult words. The pilgrim brethren did very good job with the study on the Tabernacle. If they always do what they did during the presentations then they are doing well out there. 
3. Absentees : Brother Enoch Annan sent word that he was sorry that he could not attend. This was on the last day. Nothing was actually heard from Nana Adu and Enouch Amoah although Bro.Duah made reference to Bro. Enoch Amoah on one occasion saying that he was not well and later during the last day’s testimony meeting that he called to say that he was fully recovered. Bro. Plange also during a discussion mentioned that Nana Adu was not well.
4. FEEDING: As usual food was very good and preparation was excellent. Sr. Elizabeth’s services are greatly appreciated.
5. ARRIVAL AT SEMINARS: Following the outcome of the meeting in which I raised the issue of lackadaisical attitude of the brethren with regard to attendance at seminars, I wish to suggest that they be informed that they are required to arrive at the seminar venue on the evening preceding the opening day of the seminars henceforth. This should not bring additional cost at all since they can travel late in the evening and arrive after dinner. This should be adequately spelt out for them.
6. MY RETURN TRIP: I left Kumasi on the night of 21st and arrived at Accra at 6 a.m. local time. Bro. Edward and I went straight to the Airport where we said good-byes. My flight scheduled for 8.20 a.m. local time was delayed till 11.45 a.m. When finally I arrived at Lagos, it was 2 p.m. Nigerian time. This made it impossible for me to travel to Warri because it was too late to embark on a seven to eight hours’ trip at that time knowing that night travels in Nigeria are very dangerous. So I spent the rest of the day and night in a hotel room. I left Lagos at 7.30 a.m. on Friday April 23rd and arrived home at exactly 3.15 p.m. I met my family in good health and spirit.
LAST NOTE: You will have noticed that the report has been disjointed due to the numerous meetings. Well this could not be helped as I had to use the ideal times for useful purposes. The programme was disorganized by the non- availability of those scheduled to take their study/discourses as at when due. However, I am optimistic that the several meetings have made their marks on the minds of the brethren.
I don’t know if I have overlooked any important point. 
My sincere thanks to you and the BSCFA Board for the great opportunity given me to serve the brethren. I thank you.
Bro. Moses Ena. Obire
(Warri, Nigeria. 24th April, 2010.)
PLEASE NOTE: While at Kumasi I received a phone call from Bro. Donatus Ariwodor informing me that he had just be informed that Bro. Moses Ashiegbu died on Friday April 16th. I have no details on this yet.
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This group Photograph of attendees at the seminar was taken on the second day
