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Joy Cometh in the Morning

STUDY 1 – THE BIBLE VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF REASON

Question 1:  Describe some of the effects that the existence of the Bible has had on mankind in general during its history. (Page 5, paragraphs 1-3.)

Answer: 1:   Its teachings have been misrepresented, b) It has been sought to be banished, c) Its study has been made a crime punishable in some instances by death, d) Its everlasting destruction has been preserved only through its Author, Jehovah God.

Question 2:   What individual's name, office and title are consistently pointed to in both the Old and New Testament parts of the Bible? (Page 5, paragraph 4 to page 6 top.)

Answer 2:     Jesus of Nazareth   

Question 3:   God's divine plan as expressed in the Bible can be assessed in three general distinctive parts.  List what those three parts consist of. (Page 6, paragraph 1.)

Answer 3:     a)The initial part pertains to the creation and fall of man through which Satan and evil entered into the world to deceive many and destroy, b) The successive needed steps taken in order to take man out of his fallen condition, and c) Man's actual recovery from that fall whereby evil is extinguished and Satan is destroyed through Christ Jesus.

Question 4:   The conditions of imperfections, sickness and death have, do and continue to be (under this present evil order) a part of our culture as the result of what?  (Page 6, paragraph 2.)

Answer 4:     The trial of obedience given by God to the first perfect man (Adam).  As the man Adam failed this test, it was only because of this reason that he and all of his posterity to the present were born into these conditions.

Question 5:   It is recorded on page 7, paragraph 1 that Jesus of Nazareth paid a ransom price to blot out the sins of the world.  In the context of this theme, what is a "ransom price"?

Answer 5:     Because man has acquired the attributes of sin, sickness and death resulting from the fall of the perfect man Adam, the man Jesus surrendered his own perfect life as the corresponding price to redeem and deliver all mankind back from this enemy to again have the opportunity for perfect life everlasting on earth (For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,, Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.) (I Timothy 2:6.)

Question 6:   To what extent and to whom do the opportunities for blessing flow during the period of Christ’s Kingdom?  (Page 8, paragraphs 1-3.)

Answer 6:     Through the work of Christ’s Kingdom, all of the families of the earth will be blessed (And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed .. Genesis 22:18).  At the head of the Kingdom work will be Christ the Lord.  Through him, will the hope as pronounced by the angel Gabriel in Luke 2:10 (and later pronounced by Gabriel with the heavenly host in Luke 2:14) finally be realized “bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people".; "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men).  Such a blessed arrangement is something that we should continue to pray for until the Kingdom finally comes (".. Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven).  (Matthew 6:9, 10.) 

Question 7:   Who are among those that share in the privilege of living and reigning with Christ in heaven to share in the work of bringing blessings on earth to all others of mankind that have ever lived and how will this be accomplished?  (Page 8, paragraph 4 and page 9.)

Answer 7:     They are the selectively few number of individuals that have lived since the beginning of the Gospel age through its soon coming end that have lived faithful to the Lord.  Their faithfulness has resulted in, among other things, enduring persecution, reproach and loss, even at the cost of their own lives.  To them, the Lord Jesus promises in Luke 12:32, "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Through their faithfulness, they will be made kings and priests in the 1,000 year Kingdom reign with Christ Jesus when Satan shall be bound and will not be permitted to deceive the nations of people. While that takes effect, there will be no harm permitted in God’s holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9). This will all be accomplished through a resurrection of the dead.

STUDY II – THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DIVINE PLAN

Question 1:   What assurances do we have that God's divine plan has not changed one iota since the creation of the earth and man?  (Page 10, paragraph 1.)

Answer 1:     God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33) but has had a fixed plan from the beginning which has, continues to have and will ultimately show the accomplishments of His grand designs.  The unfurling of His plan may appear to be strange and out of control to those that observe it solely through human eyes.  However, as we read from Malachi 3:6, "I am the LORD, I change not" (also see Isaiah 46:9-11.)

Question 2:   Mankind's history on earth is composed of a past age, a current age and a future age.  Describe the characteristics of these 3 epoch periods.  (Page 10, paragraphs 2 to 4; page 11, paragraphs 1 and 2.)

Answer 2:     (a) The first epoch began with the creation of man and ended with the flood.  This period (the world that was) was under the ministration of the angels but was a failure (2 Peter 3:6.)

(b) The second epoch began with the flood and ends with the establishment of the kingdom of God.  This period (the present evil world) is one that we are currently living in and is under the rule of Satan. (Galatians 1:4; 2 Peter 3:7).

(c) The third epoch is to be a world without end during which time the kingdom of God will be in effect.  This period (the world to come) will be an era of righteousness under divine administration wherein all of the families of the earth will be blessed. (Isaiah 45:17; Hebrews 2:5; 2 Peter 3:13).

Question 3:   What are some of the most striking differences between the present evil world and the world to come? (Page 11, paragraphs 3 and 4 to page 12 top.)

Answer 3:     The present evil world: a) Evil is permitted to predominate, b) Satan is the ruler of this present evil world, c) The wicked are permitted to flourish.

The world to come: a) Evil will not predominate, b) The righteous shall flourish, c) Jesus will be the ruler of the world.

Question 4:   What are the effects behind the transfer of dominion from Satan to Jesus? (Page 12, paragraphs 1 and 2.)

Answer 4:     The transfer will be accomplished by a time of trouble on earth, such as never was since there was a nation (Daniel 12:1).  After this occurs, Satan will be bound a thousand years that he should deceive the nations no more (Revelation 20:2,3).  With this event complete, Christ's reign of righteousness and peace can be established on earth.  This is why we are taught to hope and pray, "Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10.)

Question 5:   As one epoch ends and another one begins, does it come with new literal and physical heavens and an earth as some say the writing of Peter (2 Peter 3:13) suggests?   (Page 12, paragraph 3 to page 13, middle of page.)

Answer 5:     To respond to this question, it is important to remember an important Scriptural teaching.  It is found in Ecclesiastes 1:4 and states, "One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.” Thus, this earth was not created to later one day be burned up by fire and/or destroyed. No, God created it for mankind to live upon it forever. The terms new heavens and new earth are symbolic. Heavens symbolize higher or spiritual controlling powers (now under Satan’s control; soon to be under the control of Jesus) and earth symbolizes human government and social arrangement (now an order in which evil is permitted to dominate; soon to be replaced by an order of righteousness, peace and love among men.)

Question 6:   What were among the visions that John the Revelator saw in symbols as to the new heavens found in the third epoch?  (Page 13, paragraph I to page 14 par. Top.)

Answer 6:    a) Satan bound, b) Christ reigning, and c) The new heavens and earth established (Revelation 21:1.)

Question 7:   True or False

It would be proper to now say that the knowledge of the Lord fills the whole earth and there is no need to say to your neighbor, Know the Lord.  (Page 14 par. 2,3,4.)

Answer:
False (Read Isaiah. 11:9 and Jeremiah 31:34.) Also read the Expanded Comments for

these verses.
STUDY III – THE MYSTERY HID – COLOSSIANS 1:26

Question 1:  What was the mystery that God hid from mankind for over 4,000 years? (Page 15 par.  I.)

Answer 1:    The mystery was who was to be the deliverer that God would use to restore mankind back to the favor Adam once had in the Garden of Eden before he and Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit.

Question 2:   What was the small hope given to Adam after he sinned that some time in the future he might again be received to favor with God? (Page 15 par. 2.)

Answer 2:     Read Genesis 3:14,15.  When the Lord spoke to the serpent, it represented Satan and the Lord meant that there would always be a battle between the symbolic serpent (Satan) and the seed of the woman (Christ and his Church).  It might seem the trials and difficulties experienced on earth by Jesus and the Church are represented by the bruising of the heel of the seed of the woman (Christ and his Church), but in the end they would bruise the serpent's head which would represent the destruction of Satan and all evil. (See also Expanded Biblical Comments for Revelation 20:10.)

Question 3:   What did God command Abraham to do in order to be the seed that would bless all the families of the earth?  (Page 15 par. 3.)

Answer 3:     Abraham had to leave his homeland and travel to Canaan to show that he had faith and would obey God. (Read and discuss Expanded Biblical Comments for Genesis 12:3).  Later, Abraham had to offer his son, Isaac in sacrifice to prove that he trusted God. (Read and discuss Hebrews 11: 1 7-19 and the Expanded Biblical Comments for these verses).  Abraham in this lesson represents God and Isaac, his son, represents Christ.  This shows how God sent his son to be the Savior and blesser of all the world. (Read Scriptures and discuss the Expanded Biblical Comments for Galatians 3:16, 27-29).  This shows that Christ and his Church are the spiritual seed of Abraham who will bless all the families of the earth.  This is the great mystery that is referred to in Colossians 1:26.

Question 4:   What was the expectation of the Twelve Tribes of Israel at the time of Jacob's death and how were they disappointed?   (Page 16, par. I.)

Answer 4:     The children of Israel were increasing in number at the time of Jacob's death.  They were living in Egypt and Joseph had a position of great importance in Egypt, being second only to the Pharaoh so it seemed that Israel was going to be blessed very greatly and become a strong nation.  After Joseph died, another king in Egypt came to power and he did not know Joseph.  When he saw how the people of Israel were increasing in his country he became afraid they would overrun his country and so he had the newborn males put to death and had the Jews enslaved. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Deuteronomy 26:5; Also Exodus 1:9 – 1:16.)

Question 5:   Who was the great deliverer sent of God to give the Israelites hope?  What further insight into God's plan did this deliverer reveal? (Page 16, par. 2.)

Answer 5: 
Moses was the deliverer sent by God to free the Israelites from Egyptian bondage.  Since Moses died before getting to the Promised Land, he stated that a prophet would be raised up by God in the future to accomplish God's purposes. (Read and discuss Deuteronomy 18:15 and Acts 3:22 as well as the Expanded Biblical comments for these verses.)
Question 6:   Who succeeded Moses and what did he accomplish?  (Page 16, par. 2.)

Answer 6:     Joshua took the place of Moses and led the Israelites to great victories as they

entered the Promised Land.

Question 7:   After Joshua died, under what conditions did it seem Israel was about to realize their

promised blessings?  How were they again disappointed in their hopes?  (Page 16, par. 3 to Page 17, top.)

Answer 7:     When Israel was given kings such as David and Solomon, it seemed they were in their glory but they later became captives of other nations.  This showed that the true deliverer would be someone greater than Moses, Joshua, David or Solomon.

Question 8:   What was the expectation of all Israel at the time Jesus was born?  (Page 17, par. 1.)

Answer 8:     They were looking for the Messiah as the coming king of Israel and by whom all the world would be blessed.  They based their reasoning by examining the Old Testament prophecies. (Read Luke 3:15 and the Expanded Biblical Comments for that verse.)

Question 9:   Why did Israel not accept Jesus as their long-promised Messiah?  (Page 17, par. 1.)

Answer 9:     They did not understand that the Messiah had to suffer and die as a sacrifice

before he would become the king of Israel and all the world. They did not understand that the

animal sacrifices under the  Jewish law were typical or symbolic of the actual sacrifice, which

Jesus would make in dying on the cross. (Read Hebrews 9:11-20, 10:8-18 and discuss the

Expanded Biblical Comments for these verses). (Also read 1 Peter 1: 11 as well as Luke

19:44 and discuss the Expanded Biblical Comments for these verses.)
Ques. 10:     How did Jesus' unexpected death affect his followers?  (Page 17, par. 1.)

Ans. 10:      They were sad and puzzled that he should die. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded

Comments for Luke 24:21).  When they later learned he was raised from the tomb, they began

To have hope. (Read Scripture and discuss Expanded Comments for I Peter 1:3).  However they

did not realize that he had to go to heaven and come again to the earth's atmosphere as a divine spiritual

being before the kingdom would be set-up.  When his disciples asked him when that would happen

Jesus told them it was not yet due for them to understand when his Father would have him return and

establish the kingdom. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Biblical Comments for Acts 1:7,11.)
Ques. 11.     What was the attitude of the disciples after Jesus had ascended? (Page 18, par. 1.)

Ans 11:       They were puzzled because they could not understand what was happening in God's plan because they had not yet received the Holy Spirit. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for John 16:12,13; 14:26.)
Ques. 12:     When did the disciples begin more clearly to understand God's purposes?  (Page 18, par. 2.)

Ans.12:       They began to understand after the day of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit revealed certain truths to hem. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for John 16:12,13; 14:26.)
Ques. 13:     What is God's purpose now for the world of mankind?  (Page 18, par. 2.)

Ans.13:       He is selecting a Church or a Bride for His son. After the Church  is completed, God will begin the process of awakening mankind and teaching them righteousness during the earthly phase of the kingdom. (Read Acts 15:14-16 and Expanded Comments.)
Ques. 14:     What did James express concerning the work of the Gospel age? (Page 18, par. 3.)

Ans-14:       He stated that during this age, Jewish and Gentile believers both have an opportunity to receive God's heavenly favors.  After the Gospel age is over God would then fulfill His promises made to natural Israel on an earthly plane.

Ques. 15:     What is the great mystery that has been hidden from past ages?  (Page 19, par. 1.)

Ans. 15:      The mystery is "Christ  in You the Hope of Glory.(Read Scripture and discuss Expanded Comments for Colossians 1:27.)
Ques. 16:     What does "Christ in you" mean?  (Page 19, par. 2 and 3.)

Ans.16:       This means that the Church has received Christ's anointing and that together with Jesus as the Head, the Church which is his Body, together makes up "The Christ." As the literal body of a human has many parts, so the spiritual Body of Christ is made up of many members and each is important. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for I John 2:27, 2 Corinthians 1:21; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 Corinthians 12:12-28; Ephesians 5:25-30 and Galatians 3:29.)
Ques. 17:     How has Paul guarded the Church against thinking too highly of themselves? (Page 19, par. 3 to page 20 top.)

Ans. 17:      He explains that God has placed Christ over his entire Church and that he is the Head.  Jesus also taught that he was the vine and that the Church are the branches which must abide in Christ if they are to be fruitful. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Ephesians 1:22, Colossians 1:18 and John 15:5.)
Ques. 18:     What is the "high calling" and why is it called a mystery?  (Page 20 par. 1.)

Ans. 18:      The "high calling" is the heavenly hope which the Church is seeking and that is to live and reign with Christ in heaven in order to bless the rest of mankind who will live on the earth when the whole world will become a paradise like the Garden of Eden once was.  That is why we pray "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." This high calling has been called a mystery because mankind was created to live on the earth and the Old Testament prophecies which spoke of a coming deliverer did not reveal that this deliverer or Messiah would not just be one individual but that it would be made up of Christ Jesus as the Head and 144,000 other individuals who were redeemed from the world and would become the Body of Christ. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for 1 Peter 1:10; 1 Corinthians 2:6-14; Philippians 3:13,14 and Hebrews 3:1.)
Ques. 19:     How does the Apostle Paul in Galatians 3 and 4 open up this mystery?  (Page 20 par. 2 to top of page 21.)

Ans 19:       He explains how the Abrahamic Covenant was to be carried out.  The covenant was made after Abraham obeyed God and was prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac before the angel stopped him. (Read Genesis 22:11-13 and discuss Expanded Comments for verses 12 and 13.)  Also read Genesis 22:15-18 to see where the covenant with Abraham was stated and read and discuss the Expanded Comments for Genesis 22:17,18.
In Galatians 3:15-18 (Read Scriptures and the Expanded Comments) the Apostle Paul speaks about the Law Covenant which was later given to Moses (including the 10 Commandments) did not change God's original promise that through Abraham's seed all the families of the earth would be blessed.  In Galatians 3:16 he explains that the seed of Abraham is really Christ and in Galatians 3:27,29 (Read Scripture and Expanded Comments), he explains that believers who are baptized into Christ (The Church) are also part of Abraham's seed   which will bless all the families of the earth.

In Galatians 4 he explains that Abraham was a type of God and that Abraham's son, Isaac, was a type of Christ (including Jesus and the Church.) Sarah who was Isaac's mother was a type of the Abrahamic Covenant or promise and that is how we as the Church are the children of promise or the children who are developed by the Abrahamic Covenant. (Read Galatians 4:28 and discuss the Expanded Comments.)
Ques. 20:     What was the reason for keeping the mystery hidden for such a long period of time?  (Page 21, par. 1.)

Ans. 20:      If it were not kept hidden it would have interfered with God's plan.  Men would not 

have crucified God's son, Jesus, nor persecuted the Church if they knew that God intended this to

be. (Read and discuss the following Scriptures as well as the Extended Comments for each

of these verses – 1 Corinthians 2:7,8; Acts 26:9-11; 1 John 3:1.)

Ques. 21:
    What does the greatness of this mystery, so long kept secret, suggest concerning the

work to follow its completion?  (Page 21 par. 2.)

Ans. 21:      The fact that it was kept a secret suggests it must be a very great and grand work that God has in mind for the world in the future. It will involve providing an opportunity for blessings and life for everyone who has ever lived if they will obey God’s righteous laws in the Kingdom of 1000 years.  (Read and discuss the following Scriptures as well as the Extended Comments for each of these verses - Luke 3:5,6; 1 Corinthians 15:21,22; 1 Timothy 2:3-6; 1 John 2:2; Ephesians 3:9; Romans 8:19,21,22).

Study IV – Our Lord’s Return

Ques. 1:      What Scriptures teach that the Lord would come personally a second time? (Page 22, par. 1 and 2.)

Ans. 1:       Read the following Scriptures and discuss the Expanded Comments for each (Acts 3:20,21; Matthew 24:3; James 5:7,8; John 14:3.)
Ques. 2:      If Jesus is coming again, why did he say in Matthew 28:20 "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the age?"  (Page 22, par. 2.)

Ans. 2:       Read Scripture and discuss Expanded Comments for Matthew 28:20.
Ques. 3:      What was the object of Christ’s first advent?  (Page 22, par. 2.)

Ans. 3:
      Jesus came to redeem man from sin and death by providing his own life as a ransom. (Read and discuss the following Scriptures and Expanded Comments -- Mark 10:45; 1 Timothy 2:5,6; 1 Peter 1:18,19.)
Ques. 4:      What is the object of his second advent?  (Page 22, par. 2.)

Ans  4:
      The object of the second advent is to restore, bless and free the redeemed from sin and death. (Read and discuss the following Scriptures and Expanded Comments -- Acts 15:14-17; Habakkuk 2:14; Hosea 13:14)
Ques. 5:      Why was there such a long delay between Christ's first and second advents?  (Page 22, par. 3.)

Ans. 5:       The period between the first and second advents is for the purpose of developing a Church or the Bride of Christ who will share with him in blessing all the families of the earth in God's kingdom.  It is necessary that the Church be tested as to its faithfulness under difficult circumstances to prove worthy to live and reign with Christ in the kingdom. (Read and discuss the following Scriptures and Expanded Comments -- Romans 8:22,19; Ephesians 1:18; Revelation 3:21; 1 Corinthians 6:2,3.)
Ques. 6:      Couldn't the blessing of the world begIn as soon as Christ paid the ransom price by his death and was raised from the tomb?  (Page 23, par. 1.)

Ans. 6:        Yes it could have and that is what the disciples thought would happen. (Read Acts 1:6 and discuss Expanded Comments).  However, God planned to have a special called out class or Church who will help His Son, Christ to bless the world and the kingdom has not yet started because the Church is not yet completed. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Revelation 14:1,4; Hebrews 11:40.)
Ques. 7:      What was the purpose of the long period between the first and second advents?  (Page 23, par. 2.)

Ans. 7:        This long period is to select and test the Church.  All who have been called to be of the Church have not been faithful so that is why it takes a long period of time to complete the Body of Christ. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Revelation 17:14.)
Ques. 8:       If God was not selecting a Church, when would the first advent have occurred?  (Page 23, par. 2 and 3.)

Ans. 8:        If God was not choosing a Church, there would only have been one advent and Jesus would only come the one time when his second advent was due.  In other words, the sacrifice and death of Jesus was apparently delayed long enough to develop the Church who after completion their own sacrifice in following the footsteps of Jesus would reign with him to bless mankind in the 1,000 year kingdom. (Read and discuss Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 8:17; Romans 6:3-6.)
Ques. 9:      What does the Apostle Peter teach regarding the object and conditions of the second advent?  What is the logical conclusion, therefore, concerning the mission of the Church in this age? (Page 23 ,par. 3 to Page 24 middle.)

Ans. 9:       The Apostle Peter taught that Jesus would be in heaven until his second advent where he would remain until the times of restitution of all things (Read Acts 3:21 and discuss Expanded Comments.)
At the time of Jesus' second advent the nations would not be converted but would be angry. (Read Revelation 11:18 and discuss Expanded Comments.)
Since the nations are angry and not converted at Christ's second advent, either the Church has failed in her mission and God's plan has failed or else it was not God's plan to convert the world during this Gospel age.  God cannot fail, so the mission of the Church could not have been to try to convert the world now.  The mission of the Church now is only to preach the Gospel for a witness and to prepare herself for the future work of converting the world during the 1,000 year Millennial  kingdom.  God has not even begun to convert the world. (Read Matthew 24:14 and discuss Expanded Comments.  Also read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Ephesians 4:12; Revelation 1:6 and Revelation 20:6.)
Ques.10:      Do the Scriptures hold forth any hope of  Millennial blessings for those in their graves?  (Page 24, par. 1.)

Ans.10:       Yes. Since Jesus died for all, everyone who ever lived must have an opportunity to benefit from  Jesus' purchasing the race by his own precious blood.  Everyone who is in the grave will be awakened. That is why they are called prisoners of hope. (Read and discuss the following Scriptures and Expanded Comments --Zechariah 9:12; Revelation 1: 18; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 9-22; John 5:25.)
Ques.  11:    Compare 1 John 4:8 and John 3:16.  Is it reasonable to believe that God loved the world so much but made no provision for everyone to hear about Jesus and to believe on him?  (Page 24, par. 2.)

Ans.  11:     It is not reasonable to believe God loved the world so much that he sent His son to die for them but some people would never get a chance to know about Christ. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 John 4:8; John 3:16 and Hebrews 2:9.) The Scriptures are clear that Jesus tasted death for every man.  That includes all the wicked people who died before Jesus came to earth and died.  They could not have heard about Jesus before he came.  Yet, the wicked people of Sodom who were destroyed by fire must be awakened from the tomb and be given a chance for life in the kingdom because Jesus died for them as well. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Matthew 11:21-24.)

Ques. 12:     If the past and the present are the only time for salvation, how can we explain John 1:9? (Page 25, par. 1.)

Ans. 12:
We could not explain that Scripture if there will be no future chance for salvation because very few of earth’s billions have been enlightened. John 1:9 is a promise that everyone who ever lived must be enlightened by Jesus. (Read John 1:9 and the Expanded Comments for this verse.)

Ques. 13:     What Scriptures prove Jesus’ sacrifice will benefit every man?  (Page 25, par. 2 and 3.)

Ans. 13:      Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Hebrews 2:9; 1 Timothy 2:5,6; Luke 2:10; Luke 3:5,6.


Ques. 14:     What is the key to the Divine Plan of Redemption?  And how does this key apply to the different classes of humanity?  (Page 25, par. 4 to page 26 top.)

Ans. 14:      The key to the Divine Plan of Redemption is the fact that God is love and He has a DUE TIME to manifest His love as well as a DUE TIME for everything.  He did not reveal His Plan of Redemption to anyone before Jesus died so it could not have been His due time for mankind to know about it then.  During this Gospel age, all who hear of Jesus' sacrifice and dedicate their lives to serving him (that is the Church - it is the DUE TIME for us to understand the Divine Plan of Redemption.) There are many people who have lived since Jesus' death who either never heard of Jesus or if they did, they did not consecrate their lives to follow him.  The DUE TIME to understand God's Plan of Redemption for everyone except the Church will be in the future, during Christ's 1,000 year Millennial reign. (Read Jeremiah 31:29-34 and discuss the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 15:     What is the widely held belief concerning death and probation?  (Page 26, par. 1.)

Ans. 15:     Many believe that once a person dies, they have no future chance for probation or gaining life if they were not righteous. (Read Acts 24:14,15 and discuss Expanded Comments for these verses.)
Ques. 16:     What is the reasonable, beautiful and Scriptural Plan of God for the world's salvation?  (Page 26, par. 2.)

Ans. 16:      God does not plan to save men because of ignorance but wants men to worship Him in Spirit and Truth. (Read I Timothy 2:4; John 4:23,24 and discuss Expanded Comments.) The masses of mankind have died in ignorance and cannot learn the Truth when they are dead because the dead are not conscious and know nothing. (Read Psalm 115:17; Ecclesiastes 9:5,10 and discuss the Expanded Comments for these verses.) God's plan is to educate those who have died, through Jesus Christ and the Gospel Church during the Millennial Kingdom. (Read Acts 17:31; 1 Corinthians 6:2,3 and discuss Expanded Comments for these verses.)
Ques. 17:     What is the difference between Father Adam and the second Adam concerning their relationship to mankind?  (Page 26, par. 3 to page 27 top.)

Ans. 17:      Death came to mankind because of Adam's sin in the Garden of Eden. (Read Romans 5:12 and discuss Expanded Comments.) Nevertheless, because of Jesus' righteousness and purchasing of mankind by his death all will have an opportunity if they are obedient for life in God's Kingdom. (Read Romans 5:17-19 and discuss Expanded Comments.)
Ques. 18:     How do we know that many of the prophecies and promises of future blessings apply not only to Israel but to the whole world of mankind?  (Page 27, par. 1.)

Ans. 18:        Israel was used as a type of the world of mankind and its priesthood was a type of the Royal Priesthood which includes Christ and the Gospel Church.  Although some promises applied to

Israel alone, most of them had a greater fulfillment for the Body of Christ and the world at large. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Galatians 6:6; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Romans 15:4.)
Ques. 19:     What nations besides Israel are mentioned by name and promised restitution?  (Page 27, par. 2.)

Ans. 19:      The people of Sodom, Tyre and Sidon. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 19:24; Luke 17:29; Matthew 11:22-24; Ezekiel 16:51,55.) 
Ques. 20:     How do we know the Sodomites did not have a full chance for salvation?  (Page 27, par. 3

to Page 28 top.)

Ans. 20:
Jesus said it would be more tolerable for Sodom than Capernum in the day of

Judgment because Sodom had less light  than the people of Capernum so in comparison their

sins were not as great as those in Capernum who had witnessed the Master’s teachings and

miracles. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Luke 10:12-14.)
Ques. 21:     What will be the sentiments of all mankind when "in due time" they shall see how "God So Loved The World?"  (Page 28, par. 1.)

Ans. 21:      They will be amazed and surprised that His wisdom, justice, love and mercy are greater than anything which they could have imagined. (Read Scripture and discuss Expanded Comments for Isaiah 55: 8, 9.)
Ques. 22:     What mistake concerning God's plan and promises has been made by both Jews and Christians?  (Page 28, par. 2.)

Ans. 22:
Christians generally believe that God's promises are only for His Church and that all others will be lost.  The Jews thought that as the chosen people God’s promises were for them alone. They failed to see the promises given by God to Abraham were for ALL the families of the earth. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 22:17-18; Acts 15:14-17.)

Ques.  23:
In view of God’s glorious plans for the future, what should be the attitude of every true Christian respecting the second advent of Jesus – the first step in providing blessings for the world of mankind?  (Page 28, par. 3 to page 29.)

Ans. 23:      We should look forward to Christ’s second advent because it will be a time when all evil will be done away with and we shall have the privilege of reigning in Christ’s kingdom as mankind is blessed on this earth. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 35:5-10; Isaiah 2:2-4; Revelation 21:1-4.) 

STUDY V - THE PERMISSION OF EVIL

Ques 1:       What is evil?  (Page 30, par. 1.)

Ans. 1:        Evil is anything which causes unhappiness or suffering.  The cause of evil is sin.  The only way of preventing evil is by removing sin.

Ques. 2:       What are some of the most frequent and difficult questions which come to mind regarding the subject of evil?  (Page 30, par. 2.)

Ans. 2:         Why did God permit evil?  Why did God allow Satan to tempt Adam and Eve?  Why did God allow the forbidden tree to be placed in the garden of Eden?  Could God have prevented man from falling into sin? (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Job 2:10; Mark 12:30.)
Ques. 3:      Since God is all powerful, what is the reasonable conclusion as to why He did not prevent sin from entering in the world?  (Page 30, par. 3 to page 31 top.)

Ans. 3:       God permitted evil and sin because it will work out a greater good than had He not done     so.  He could have prevented sin but by allowing it, men and angels will best learn the results of disobedience to God.  We know God cannot do anything wrong so He must have chosen the wisest possible course by allowing sin. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Hebrews 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:13; Psalm 76:10.)
Ques. 4:      Since the Scriptures state that all things were created for the Lord's pleasure, does that mean he approves of sin?  (Page 31, par. 1.)

Ans. 4:         No, God does not approve of sin even though He permits it.  He is totally against all evil. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Revelation 4:11; Psalm 5:4; Psalm 7:11.)
Ques. 5:        Explain right and wrong principles and what happens when each is used.  (Page 31, par. 2.)

Ans. 5:       Principles which when active are helpful, produce order, harmony and happiness are night principles. Those principles which cause discord, unhappiness or destruction are wrong principles.  Right principles cause good and wrong principles cause evil.

Ques. 6:      What is the moral sense in man and how does it work?  Do lower animals have this same moral sense? (Page 31 par. 3 to Page 32 top.)

Ans. 6:       The moral sense is the conscience.  This enables us to determine if something is righteous or evil.  Even before he sinned, Adam knew it was wrong for him to disobey God and eat the forbidden fruit.  Lower animals such as a dog do not have a conscience or a moral sense.  A dog could not be a sinner even though he might steal some food or kill an animal.  Neither could he be virtuous in protecting someone's life because he does not have a conscience and does not understand the moral quality of his actions. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Titus 1:15; 1 Timothy 2:14.)
Ques. 7:      Had God created man without the ability to discern between right and wrong or with power to do right only, what would have been his condition?  (Page 32, par. 1.)

Ans. 7:       Mankind would have been merely a living machine and not an intelligent being made

in the Creator's image.  He could have prevented him from being tempted by Satan but if he was

unable to make the choice of doing what is right, he would always be subject to evil suggestions

and the possibility of future disobedience would always have existed. (Read Scriptures and

Expanded Comments for Genesis 1:27; Psalm 32:9.)
Ques. 8:      What was the experience of Adam and Eve concerning the knowledge of good and evil and how does the experience of their descendants differ? (Page 32 par. 2 and 3.)

Ans. 8:       God made Adam and Eve to know good by creating them perfect and placing them in the Garden of Eden which was a paradise.  After they disobeyed God by eating the forbidden fruit. He gave them a knowledge of evil by casting them out of Eden, losing fellowship with the Father and then experiencing pain, sickness, suffering and death all because of their sin.

With mankind, it is just the opposite.  Mankind is born in sin and experiences pain and suffering in this life and finally death because of sin.  In the kingdom man will then learn righteousness when Satan is bound. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 1:28; Genesis 3:22; Psalm 51:5; Revelation 22:17.)
Ques. 9:      What were the most important elements of Adam's likeness to his Creator? (Page 33 par. 1.)

Ans. 9:       Adam like God had a moral sense or judgment of right and wrong. He like God had free will. Adam like God had the ability to love and to hate. (God does not hate sinners because he so loved the world that He gave His only Son to die for mankind.  However, God does hate sin and all unrighteousness).  Adam like God was given the ability to reason.  After Adam's sin, these qualities are no longer found perfectly in man because of Adam's sin but they still exist to a degree. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 1:26, Psalm 8:4-8.)
Ques.10:        Why didn't God give Adam a strong and clear understanding of the results of sin instead of allowing him to suffer the consequences of evil? (Page 33 par. 2 to page 34 top.)

Ans. 10:        God could have given Adam this clear understanding ahead of time but he knew that by

allowing him to sin and to learn its evil results, man would learn a great lesson which would last him for all

eternity. If Adam were not allowed free will to choose right and wrong, he would be like a machine or a

lower animal who lacked intelligence.  God wants mankind to knowingly choose righteousness instead of being forced to do it without a choice.  The Father wants mankind to willingly obey His righteous laws rather than to be like a robot who had no choice. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Acts 17:22-27; John 4:21-24.)

Ques. 11:       How long have the principles of right and wrong existed? Which principle alone will forever continue to be active? (Page 34, par. 1.)

Ans. 11:      These principles have always existed. When the kingdom has accomplished its purpose and Satan and all evil doers are forever destroyed, only the principle of right will be active. Wrong doing will cease forever. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Corinthians 15:25,26; Hebrews 2:14 and Revelation 21:3,4.)

Ques. 12:     How will God's permission of evil ultimately result in good? (Page 34, par. 2, first 18 lines.)

Ans. 12:      God permitted evil because he knew that through experience, man would choose to do wrong but He had planned for His Son to die and redeem humanity.  God knew that experiencing evil would make man understand the extreme sinfulness of wrong doing and that having that lesson and experiencing sickness, suffering and death, when mankind is awakened during Christ's kingdom he will remember what it was like to be a sinner and most of humanity will learn and practice righteousness so that they can live forever instead of dying the second death. (Read Scriptures and Expanded  Comments for John 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9.)
Ques. 13:     Does the fact that God permitted sin make God the author of sin?  What two ransom-denying theories have resulted from this blasphemous charge against the Almighty?  How does such reasoning ignore man's noblest quality?  (Page 34, line 19 to end of that paragraph on page 35.)

Ans. 13:      God is not the author sin. To state that He is would be a very serious and blasphemous error.  Those who accept this wrong teaching fall into two categories.  First, some believe that man was forced into sin by God and there is no need for a sacrifice for sin but simply JUSTICE instead of having a Redeemer.  Second, they may also believe a false teaching called universalism.  This teaches that since God caused all sin, He will also cause everyone to be delivered from sin and death.  The universalists believe man was powerless and could not resist the sin which God willed and so man will not be able to resist righteousness when God so wills it to be.  Both of these teachings are false because they ignore the fact that man has a mind or will of his own and is not a mere machine. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Mark 10:45; 1 John 2:2.)
Ques. 14:     When our race was placed on trial representatively in Adam, what was the alternative?  Was it eternal torment?  (Page 35, 1 to page 36 top.)

Ans. 14:      God's favor in Eden promised mankind blessings, health, happiness and life if he were obedient to God but the penalty for disobedience was death.  There was never any hint that mankind would be tormented eternally. If he failed to render obedience to the heavenly Father he would be destroyed by death, not eternal torment. (Read Scripture and Expanded Comments for Genesis 2:17.) 

Ques. 15:     Briefly what is the philosophy of the Divine Plan of redemption through the Ransom price given by Jesus? (Page 36 par. 1and 2.)

Ans. 15:      All mankind were condemned to death through the sin of father Adam so God has arranged that there should be a new father for the human race (Jesus Christ) who would receive him by faith and obey the laws of righteousness.  The death of Jesus was the complete settlement for the sin of Adam because Jesus paid the penalty for his sin which all of us inherited.  Jesus was a perfect spiritual being before he came to earth and his perfect life was transferred from heavenly to earthly conditions when he was born a human being through his earthly mother Mary.  Since life comes from the Father, it was possible for God to transfer this perfect life principle from spiritual to earthly conditions and that is how "The Word became flesh." Jesus kept the law perfectly throughout his life here on earth because as a perfect man he was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners.  His sacrificial death paid the ransom price to purchase mankind and offer them an opportunity for life. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Romans 5:12,18,19; 1 Corinthians 15:22; 1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Peter 1:18,19; 1 Timothy 2:5,6.)
Ques. 16:     How do those who fully appreciate this feature of God's plan, the condemnation of all in one representative (Adam), find in it the solution to many difficulties and perplexities in understanding God's plan?  (Page 36, par. 3 to page 37 par. 1.)

Ans. 16:      They will see that condemning the whole race of humanity in Adam was not an injury but a great blessing when it is seen that God plans to provide justification and redemption of everyone through the one sacrifice of Jesus.  Mankind's experience with the sinfulness of sin and its penalty of death will make him appreciate the value of the ransom Christ Jesus provided by his death and when they have an opportunity to learn and practice obedience while Satan is bound for 1,000 years, most of humanity will choose to obey God and live forever.  God could have created each individual perfect as he did with Adam but as long as Satan has been active and trying to deceive mankind, it would only have been a matter of time before each individual would have done something wrong and therefore be condemned to death.  If billions of perfect men sinned, it would require billions of heavenly hosts to be born as men and to faithfully lay down their lives in sacrifice for each sinner.  Our all wise God used the best plan by condemning the whole human race in Adam and by redeeming the whole race of mankind by the righteousness and sacrifice of one individual, the man Christ Jesus. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Hebrews 9:28; Titus 2: 11; I Timothy 2:3,4; Acts 24:14,15.)
Ques. 17:     What is the expression of the Divine Law which ultimately must govern all of God's intelligent creatures?  How will the permission of evil be ultimately regarded by all creatures in heaven and on earth?  (Page 37, par. 2.)

Ans. 17:      God's law is unchangeable and will govern all of His creatures.  It is OBEY and live, Disobey and die.  This law is comprehended in the word LOVE.  When mankind understands the purposes of the Father's plan, His glory will be revealed and all flesh will see it.  They will then appreciate His wisdom in forming this wonderful plan of salvation which has been spoken about by the mouths of all the holy prophets since the world began. (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Luke 10:27; Luke 3:5,6; Acts 3:19-21.)

STUDY VI - THE DAY OF JUDGMENT

Ques. 1:      What Scriptural ground is there for a belief in a day of judgment? (Page 38 par. 1.)

Ans. 1:       (Read Scriptures and discuss Expanded Comments for Acts 17:31; I John 2:1;  John 5:22; Psalm 96:11-13.) 

Ques. 2:      What does the term JUDGMENT properly signify?  (Page 38, par. 2 and 3.)

Ans. 2:       Judgment implies more than giving a verdict. it includes a trial and a decision given based upon that trial. It is not simply a time when Christ will come to earth seated on a great white throne while earthquakes are occurring or graves are opening and sinners are brought forth to hear their sins repeated only to return to a merciless doom or saints will be called from heaven only to see the despair and misery of condemned mankind while they hear their favorable judgment given again after which they go back to heaven.  If this were true, there would be no kingdom when mankind would learn righteousness and there would be no purpose in the earth abiding forever if people were not going to live here. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalm 98:7-9; Isaiah 45:18.)

Ques. 3:      How is the term day applied both in Scripture and in common use?  (Page 38, par. 4.)

Ans. 3:       A day is frequently used to represent a period of 12 or 24 hours but it refers to any definite or special period of time. We sometimes speak of Noah's day or Luther's day which refers to the time these men lived.  Neither of these was 24 hours in length. (See Expanded Comments on Psalm 95:8 showing that the day of temptation in the wilderness was not a literal 24 hour day but a period of 40 years.  Also, read Page 759 of What Pastor Russell Said about Day of Preparation).

Ques. 4:      As King of kings and Lord of lords, Christ will judge the world in righteousness.  When will that DAY be?  (Page 38, par. 5.)

Ans. 4:       That day will be during the Millennial age or 1,000 year reign of Christ. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Acts 17:31; 1 Timothy 6:15)

Ques. 5:      What will a complete concordance of the Bible reveal concerning the amount of work done during day of  judgment?  (Page 39, par. 1.)

Ans. 5:       It will reveal there will be a great deal of work to be accomplished, including raising the dead and teaching mankind righteousness.  It will demonstrate that it would be foolish to think all of that could be done in 24 hours (Read Psalm 96:11-13-1; Psalm 98:7-9; Romans 2:16 and discuss the Expanded Comments for these texts.)

Ques. 6:      When did the first great judgment of the human race occur and what was the verdict?  (Page 39 par. 1.)

Ans.  6:      The first judgment took place in Eden after the forbidden fruit was eaten and mankind was found guilty and sentenced to death. (Read Genesis 2:17 and discuss the Expanded Comments for this verse.) See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 742 concerning ADAM-Where Did He Go at Death?

Ques. 7:     When God gives mankind an individual trial, who will be the Judge?  (Page 39, par. 3.)

Ans. 7:       Christ will be the great Judge because he was obedient and suffered and died for mankind when he was here on earth.  The Church will also assist Jesus Christ in judging the world. (Read Acts 5:31; John 5:22; Obadiah 21; 1 Corinthians 6:2,3 and discuss Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 8:      Why should mankind not be fearful of Judgment Day?  (Page 39, par. 4 to top of page 40.)

Ans. 8:        God loves mankind.  Jesus loves mankind.  God's object is not to destroy mankind but desires that they learn righteousness and turn from sin that He may give them an opportunity to live forever.  That is why mankind will be raised from the tomb. (Read John 3:16,17; Habakkuk 2:14; Acts 15:14-17 and discuss Expanded Comments.) See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 818 bottom to page 819 top.
Ques. 9:      Upon what principles will the coming judgment be conducted?  (Page 40, par. 1 first 6 lines.)

Ans. 9:       The coming judgment will be based upon the same principles as the first trial in Eden- obey and live or disobey and die. (Read Revelation 22:17 and also read the question and answer regarding "Spirit And Bride" -- Meaning of Revelation 22:17 found on page 838 of "What Pastor Russell Said.")
Ques. 10:     Why will the second trial be more favorable for mankind than the first? (Page 40, par. 1, line 6 to end of paragraph.)

Ans. 10:      It will be better because mankind has had the experience with sin and knows that Satan's lie that man would not die was not true.  Most of mankind will be obedient and pass their test after being made perfect at that time so that they can live forever here on this earth. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Jeremiah 31:29, 30.  Also, read last 3 paragraphs on page 288 in "What Pastor Russell Said.")
Ques. 11:     When the world has reached perfection, what will be required of all men?  (Page 40, par. 2.)

Ans. 11:      Mankind will then be required to live perfectly and obey God completely because he will no longer lack the ability to do so.  If he should sin, he will forever be destroyed because God will not allow evil to continue after the 1,000 year reign of Christ ends. (Read Ezekiel 18:4 and Expanded Comments.  See also the question and answer to SOUL--- Can it Die? found on page 834 of "What Pastor Russell Said.")
Ques. 12:     What will be the experience of willful sinners and how many years of trial are guaranteed to each individual?  (Page 41, par. 1.)

Ans. 12:      If any sin willfully when fully enlightened, such will die the second death.  Nevertheless, each individual when awakened from the tomb will have at least 100 years to make progress towards righteousness. (Read Revelation 21:9 and Expanded Comments. Also read Isaiah 65:20 and the Expanded Comments as well as the question and answer to DEATH-- Sinners  Dying at the age of 100 years on page 201 of "What Pastor Russell Said.")

Ques. 13:     What parable of the Lord and other Scriptures describe the end of the world's Judgment Day?  (Page 41, par. 2.)
Ans. 13:      The parable of the sheep and goats shows that there will be two classes on earth at that time.  The righteous and obedient will inherit everlasting life but the wicked and disobedient will forever be destroyed in the second death. (See Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 20; 15; 21:8 and 1 Corinthians 15:25.  Also see Reprints Volume 5 "The Sheep and the Goats" on pages 4694 and 4695.)
Ques. 14:     How does the coming trial affect each individual’s present responsibility?  (Page 41, par. 2.)
Ans. 14:      Each individual is responsible for the amount of light and truth received. Except for the Church or Little Flock, no individual has enough light to be condemned to the Second death without being given an opportunity to learn righteousness and improve in the kingdom.  Those who know right and fail to do it now will have a more difficult time in the kingdom than those who did not learn righteousness.  That is why Jesus said it would be more tolerable in the Day of Judgment for Sodom than it would be for the people of Capernum and others who heard the words of Jesus. (See Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Proverbs 15:3; Ecclesiastes 12:14; 1 Timothy 5:24; Matthew 11:21-24 and read all of Reprints Volume 2 page 1655 beginning with paragraph 1, column 1.)
Ques: 15        How and by whom have the world and the nominal church been deceived respecting the future Judgment Day?  (Page 41, par. 3 to page 42 middle.)
Ans. 15: 
They have been deceived by the blinding influences of Satan to fear the Judgment Day and do not want to hear about it.  The various creeds and even some hymn books are filled with errors which deny the truth of God's word. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 2 Corinthians 4:4 and I Timothy 4:1.)
Ques. 16:     How did the prophets and apostles regard the coming day of Judgment?  (Page 42, par. 1 and 2.)
Ans. 16:      They looked upon it as a time of rejoicing when blessings would fill the earth.  The apostles said the world was waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God (or the Little Flock in the Kingdom). (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for I Chronicles 16:31-34; Romans 8:21,22 and Acts 17:31)
Ques. 17:
    Explain how John 5:28,29 has been mistranslated and misapplied?  (Page 42, par. 3 to top. of page 43.)
Ans. 17:
     The King James Bible states that those who have done evil will have a resurrection of
damnation which is not a correct thought and not a correct translation.  In the Greek, the word mistranslated damnation is "KRISIS" which means "judgment." Evil doers will have a resurrection of judgment in which they will have a trial to see whether they will accept righteousness and prove worthy of life or disobey God and prove worthy of death.  Before that judgment is given, however, they will have an opportunity to learn righteousness while Satan is bound for 1,000 years.
Revelation 20:3 indicates Satan will be bound for 1,000 years so that he cannot deceive anyone.  Revelation 20:7,8 tells us Satan will be let loose after 1,000 years to try and deceive the nations.  All who resist Satan will be given everlasting life.  All who follow Satan and disobey God will be destroyed forever with him in the second death. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for John 5:28,29; Revelation 20:3; 7,8,14.  See also "THY WORD IS TRUTH" page 69 through the middle of page 70.)

STUDY VII -- RANSOM AND RESTITUTION
Ques. 1:      What statement made by St. Paul in Romans tells the object of the Lord's death and resurrection? If Jesus gave himself "a ransom for all" is it reasonable to believe only a few believers now will ever benefit from his sacrifice? (Page 44 par. 1.)
Ans. 1:       The object of the Lord's death and resurrection was not merely to bless and rule over the living but also those who have already died.  He gave his life as a ransom for all so it would be unreasonable to believe only a few people would benefit from Christ's death. (Read Romans 14:9 and the Expanded Comments.  Also read "What Pastor Russell Said" page 216 MUST ALL HUMANITY ENTER THE TOMB and page 818 RESURRECTION OF MANKIND: TO WHAT CONDITION?)
Ques 2:       Does the ransom guarantee everlasting life to any man?  If not, what does it

guarantee?  How does the Adam's failure in Eden turn out to be a blessing of experience to all

the loyal-hearted? (Page 44 par. 2.)
Ans. 2:       No, the ransom does not guarantee everlasting life to any man but it does guarantee

every man another opportunity or trial for life everlasting.  When Adam had his trial in Eden and

through disobedience in eating the forbidden fruit failed his trial he plunged the whole race into

sin and death.  This will prove to be a blessing to mankind in the kingdom because all will then

know the results of obedience and disobedience, as well as good and evil.  Man then will have  a 

good opportunity to obey righteousness at that time because he will understand that if he fails to 

do so, he will be destroyed in the second death and there will be no further ransom provided to 

recover him again. (Read Acts 3:23 and Expanded Comments; Psalm 1:5,6 and Expanded

Comments; Psalm 37:9 and Expanded Comments).
Ques. 3:      Does the ransom excuse sin or count sinners as saints? (Page 45 par. 1.)
Ans. 3:       The ransom does not excuse sin nor count sinners as saints.  It releases the 

sinner from the original condemnation in Adam and puts him on trial for life on his own where his 

actions will determine whether or not he will be given life everlasting or destroyed in the second 

death. (Read Jeremiah 31:29,30 and Expanded Comments.  Also read GRACE Once in

Grace Always in Grace Contradicted on page 288 in "What Pastor Russell Said.")
Ques. 4:      What are the two great differences between the experiences of the world and the Church during their respective trials? (Page 45, par. 1 to Page 46 middle.)
Ans. 4:       One difference is that in the kingdom, the world will begin to immediately get rid

of their weaknesses and imperfections in a gradual _manner until if obedient they will be restored

to full human perfection.  The Church, however, goes into death but gets its perfection

instantaneously to the divine nature when resurrected - not gradually like the world of mankind

to human nature.  Another difference is that the Church has a more difficult trial now because we

are surrounded by evil but if we are faithful we will get the high reward of the divine nature.  The

world will not have its trial when surrounded by evil because Satan will be bound for 1,000 years

so their trial will be easier.  Their reward for obedience will not be to the divine nature but they will

receive an earthly reward. (Read I Corinthians 15:23 and Expanded Comments.)
Ques. 5:      Is it the pain and suffering in dying, or death – extinction of life – that constitutes the penalty of sin? Was there any intimation of a release at the time the penalty was pronounced?  (Page 46, par. 1.)

Ans. 5:       The suffering is only incidental but it was actually death which was the penalty for sin. There was no hint of any release from death when the penalty for sin was pronounced. (Read Genesis 2:17 and Expanded Comments.  – See also “What Pastor Russell Said page 763 – “Death vs Annihilation” and “Death – Define.”)

Ques. 6:      What was suggested in the promise that the “Seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head”?  (Page 47, par. 1.)

Ans. 6:       This implied that there would be a resurrection from the dead or a restitution to the conditions in Eden for mankind. (Read Genesis 3:15 and Expanded Comments. Read also Reprints 3926 column 2 par. 2-5 under the heading BRUISING THE SERPENT’S HEAD.)

Ques. 7:      Did God’s dealings with Abraham indicate that He had changed His mind, and would excuse sin in man? How did Jehovah show through Abraham’s experiences the necessity for Christ’s death?  (Page 47, par. 2.)

Ans. 7:       No, God’s dealings with Abraham showed that he could not excuse sin but required a sacrifice for sin. He demonstrated this by requiring Abraham to sacrifice Isaac before he would be blessed. In a type Abraham (represented God) prepared to slay Isaac (representing His son, Christ.) God did not change his mind when he told Abraham to take his son up to the mountain as a sacrifice. Through faith, however Abraham trusted that God would raise Isaac from the dead. (Read Hebrews 11:17-19 and the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 8:      If it is clear that Jesus died for Adam, how were Adam’s children to receive any benefit from this transaction?  (Page 48, par. 1.)

Ans. 8:       The whole race was condemned to death through Adam but through his perfect sacrifice Jesus purchased the authority to redeem man. (Read Hebrews 2:9 and Expanded Comments.)

Ques. 9:      What is the philosophy of the Ransom as shown in Romans 5:18,19? If the giving of the Ransom alone made the sinner righteous, how would verse 19 have been written?  (Page 48 par. 2 to Page 49 top.)

Ans. 9:       It means that since man inherited the penalty of death through Adam’s sin, he will be offered the opportunity for life because of Christ’s obedience. If the giving of Jesus’ life along made everyone righteous, without man’s acceptance of the benefits of his death by obedience, Romans 5:19 would have read “by the obedience of one many were made righteous instead many shall be made righteous. One cannot be made righteous without accepting and obeying Christ. During the Gospel age, true believers are no longer under condemnation but are justified and considered righteous in God’s sight because they have consecrated their lives and have been acceptable to the Father through the sacrifice of Jesus. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 5:18,19; Romans 8:1 and 1 Peter 3:18.)

Ques. 10:     How does the Justice of God, which condemned the sinner, stand pledged to release the purchased race? (Page 49 par. 1.)

Ans. 10:      It was God’s justice that condemned Adam because he sinned but since Jesus paid the ransom price for the sinner, God’s justice will release mankind form his original condemnation. God cannot go back on His word. (See Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 John 1:9; Romans 8:33,34; also read “What Pastor Russell Said” page 391 – JUSTICE – WHEN SATISIFIED and page 392, – JUSTICE – SATISFACTION vs. CHRIST’S DEATH.)

Ques. 11:     What is the strongest possible argument for the restitution of all the willing of mankind in considering the Ransom? (Page 49, par. 2 to Page 50 top.)

Ans. 11
:     The character of God implies indicates he will keep His word. He is unchangeable and because He sent His Son into the world to redeem the world, we can be sure that restitution of all the willing and obedient of mankind will occur. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Revelation 22:17; John 1:29; 1 John 2:2; James 1:17; John 3:16.)

 STUDY  VIII – NATURES  SEPARATE AND DISTINCT

Ques. 1:      What is the common misapprehension respecting salvation and the spirit nature? (Page 51, par. 1.)

Ans. 1:       Most people do not realize there will be some members of mankind who will receive earthly salvation and others who will receive a heavenly salvation. The incorrect thought is that in order to be saved one must go to heaven. This is not true. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 11:2; 1 Corinthians 15:48; see also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 825 – SALVATION –Three Ways.)

Ques. 2:      Is restitution for the world of mankind any less complete a salvation from sin and death than the special salvation of the church? (Page 51, par. 2.)

Ans. 2:       No restitution means to restore mankind back to what he lost. Mankind lost an earthly life in the Garden of Eden because of sin. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 19:10; 2 Peter 2:13.)

Ques. 3:      What misunderstandings have led to this erroneous thought that none will be saved except to the spirit nature? And what is the common view with respect to the presence of a perfect man on the earth? (Page 51, par. 3.)

Ans. 3:       There is a failure to understand what constitutes a perfect man as well as wrong ideas about mortality and immortality. Adam was a perfect man before he sinned. Jesus was a perfect man on earth. Mortals can die but those possessing immortality cannot die. Jesus was mortal when he was on earth or he could not have died. When he was raised form the tomb he was given immortality as a reward so Christ cannot die any more. The angels are mortal but as long as they obey God they will live forever. Wicked angels and Satan will be destroyed. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Hebrews 7:26; 1 Timothy 6:15,16; 2 Timothy 1:10; Matthew 25:41.)

Ques. 4:      What say the Scriptures as to the number of perfect men that have lived on this earth? (Page 52, par. 1.)

Ans. 4:       There were only two perfect men who ever lived on the earth – Adam and Jesus. (See What Pastor Russell Said, page 377 – JESUS – When Perfect and page 741 ADAM – If Perfect, How Sinned?)

Ques. 5:      In what respect was man created after the likeness of Jehovah? Did God finish His creation of man, and what was His statement concerning man’s perfection? (Page 52, par. 2.)

Ans. 5:       Man was created in God’s likeness in that he had a dominion. In other words, he was ruler of the earth and all the animals. God’s dominion was the entire universe. Lucifer and the angels were not given a dominion but Lucifer wanted to have one and that is how he caused Eve to sin because he wanted to have subjects worship him. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 1:26; Genesis 1:31 and Isaiah 14:12-14.)

Ques. 6:      Contrast man’s present degraded condition with that of the perfect man, created in the image of God. (Page 52, par. 3.)

Ans. 6:       Sin has caused man to look different and act different from the perfect man Adam when he was in Eden. Man’s moral and physical qualities are much lower than they had been.

Ques. 7:      What did man lose? And what, therefore, did Jesus come to “seek and to save”? (Page 52, par. 4.)

Ans. 7:       Man lost perfect human nature, dominion over the animals, health and his reasoning has been impaired. These will be restored during God’s kingdom. (Read Scriptures and Expanded  Comments for Romans 5:18,19; Acts 3:21.)

Ques. 8:      What further proof do we have that man is not a spirit being? (Page 53, par. 1.)

Ans. 8:       Before the Lord left his glory to come to earth to become a man, he was “in a form of God” that is a spiritual being but he took not even the nature of angels which he previously was higher than but he took on the nature of man, yet without sin. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Hebrews 2:16; Philippians 2:7,8; John 1:14; Hebrews 7:26.)

Ques. 9:      Is angelic nature the only order of spirit being? And what do Hebrews 2:16 and Philippians 2:7-9 teach regarding the divine, angelic and human natures respectively? (Page 53, par. 2 and 3.) 

Ans. 9:       Angelic nature is not the only nature of spirit being because the scriptures tell us that Jesus did not take the nature of angels but he came lower and took the nature of men. He was made flesh. Now he is even higher than he was before he came to earth because God has highly exalted him to the divine nature and he now has immortality, which only God had originally but it was given to Jesus as a reward for his faithful sacrifice on earth. Mortals need food and other sustenance to live. Immortal beings do not need any sustenance but have life in themselves and can never die. God, Christ and the Church all are or will be divine or immortal beings. Angels are not immortal because they do not have life in themselves and can be destroyed if they become sinful. Satan is a spirit being but he will be destroyed at the end of the 1,000-year kingdom so he does not have immortality. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Hebrews 2:16; Philippians 2:7-9; John 1:14 and Matthew 25:41.)

Ques. 10:     Why was it necessary for Jesus to have been a perfect man from the standpoint of the perfect Law of God and the Ransom? (Page 53, par. 4.)

Ans. 10:      If Jesus were not a perfect man he could not have kept God’s perfect law, which is the full measure of a perfect man’s ability. Also he could not have paid the ransom, which is a corresponding price since Adam as a perfect man sinned and lost his life so it was necessary that a perfect man give up his life to redeem Adam. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Timothy 2:6 and 1 Corinthians 15:21. See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 563, RANSOM – Meaning of as well as RANSOM – Scriptures Teaching this Doctrine.)

Ques. 11:     If Jesus in the flesh was a perfect man, what conclusions do we make concerning the relation of a perfect man to the angelic and human natures? (Page 54, par. 1.)

Ans. 11:      We must conclude that a perfect man is a human being made of flesh and blood and not an angel but a little lower than angels. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalm 8:5-8 and Hebrews 2:7,9.)

Ques. 12:     Was Jesus a combination of 2 natures? Describe the different changes in nature experienced by our Lord from his creation to his glorification. (Page 54, par. 2 and 3).

Ans. 12:      Jesus was not a combination of two natures, one being human and the other being spiritual. The blending of two natures is against God’s order and that is why the flood of Noah’s day occurred because the angels took human women and had children by them, which resulted in a hybrid race of giants that God destroyed in the flood.

When Jesus walked the earth, he was a perfect human being. Before he came to earth he was a perfect spiritual being. Since his resurrection he has been a perfect spiritual being of the highest order since he now has the divine nature and immortality.

When he was here on earth, he consecrated himself at the age of 30 and received the Holy Spirit or a spiritual mind but it was necessary for him to die and to be raised again before he could receive the reward of immortality.

Thus Jesus changed natures twice. The first was when he as the Word of God became flesh after being created a spiritual being. His second change was after he died as a man on the cross but was raised to immortality three days later because of his faithful sacrifice. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 6:2; Matthew 3:16,17 and Philippians 2:8,9.)

Ques. 13:     What do we see manifested in Jesus’ grand example of perfect humanity? (Page 55, par. 1.)

Ans. 13:      We see the perfection from which Adam and the human race fell in Eden but we also note that by faith and obedience to Christ in the soon coming kingdom, mankind may have the opportunity to be restored to perfect human nature once again. (Read Luke 15:4-6, 9 and 10 and the Expanded Comments for these Scriptures.)

Ques. 14:     Of what class is Jesus an illustration since his resurrection? (Page 55, page 2.)

Ans. 14:      He is now an illustration of the glorious divine nature that the overcoming Church will share with him at our resurrection. (Read 2 Peter 1:1-4 and the Expanded Comments for these Scriptures.)

Ques. 15:     Does God’s plan end with the completion of the “elect company?”  (Page 55, par. 3.)

Ans. 15:      No, God’s plan does not end with the completion of the Church. Furthermore, only the Church or “little flock” will have a change of nature from the human to the divine nature. Almost all of mankind will have perfect human life here on earth when the kingdom is complete. Christ and the Church are the first fruits and have the heavenly reward of the divine nature. After that, the world of mankind will be “after fruits” and have an earthly reward if they are obedient. (Read 1 Corinthians 15:22,23 and the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 16:     Is there any record of a being, except the Son of God, ever having changed from one nature to another?  (Page 55, par. 4 to 56 top.)

Ans. 16:      No, there is no such case. The son of God was the one exception to the rule as it fulfilled God’s purpose in redeeming man by having His Son leave heaven and come in the flesh to earth. Angels were created as angels and so they will remain forever. Every creature has its own nature and glory. (Read 1 Corinthians 15:39-41 and the Expanded Comments for these verses. See also “What Pastor Russell Said” on page 502 – NATURE—DIVINE vs. Image of God.)

Ques. 17:     What is the significance of the word “Mortality?” (Page 56, par. 1 and 2.)

Ans. 17:      Mortality means one can die even though one may not actually die. Adam was mortal and he died because he sinned. If he had not sinned, he would have continued to eat of the fruit in the garden of Eden and lived forever.. When the kingdom has ended and mankind is perfect, he still will be mortal in that he will need food to remain alive. If that food source were removed, in time he would die but it won’t be so. He will always have life by remaining obedient to God. Spirit beings are mortal. Righteous angels will live forever because they obey God. Lucifer who became Satan will be destroyed because he sinned against God. (Read Luke 20:35 and 36 and Expanded Comments. See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 202 –DEATH Impossible because like unto the angels.)

Ques. 18:     What does immortality signify?  (Page 56, par. 3.)

Ans. 18:      Immortality is a condition where it is impossible to die. Such a one would have the divine nature or life within himself. This was always possessed by God, the Father. It was given to Jesus as a reward for his faithfulness even unto death and is promised to the faithful members of the Church. (Read Philippians 2:8-11 and Expanded Comments. Read also 1 Timothy 6:15,16 and Expanded Comments.) 

Ques. 19:     What is the popular but wrong idea about mortality and immortality?  (Page 56, par. 3.)

Ans. 19:      The common error concerning mortality is that it is a condition where one must eventually die. The common idea that immortality means you cannot die is correct.
Ques. 20:     What is the meaning of the word immortal? Was Adam moral or immortal  before he sinned? (Page 56, par. 5 and Page 57, par. 1.)

Ans. 20:      The word immortal means not mortal. Adam was mortal before he sinned as well as mortal after he sinned. Many people wrongfully believe if Adam was mortal he would have died whether or not he sinned. The truth of the matter is that Adam always was mortal and before he sinned, he had the privilege of eating fruit from all the trees in Eden except the one tree that he should not eat of or touch, otherwise he would die which he did. If he were obedient, God would have permitted Adam to live forever by eating of the good fruit in the garden. (See "What Pastor Russell Said" ADAM -- IF PERFECT, HOW SINNED?  Page 741)

Ques. 21:     If Adam was mortal, was he on trial for immortality?  (Page 57, par. 2.)

Ans. 21:      Most people might say "yes" but the correct answer is "no." He was tested to see whether he would remain obedient to God and continue to enjoy the blessings of a perfect life in Eden. It is a wrong idea of the word mortal that makes some people think if you don't die you must be immortal. It is true that God is immortal, and  since his resurrection, Jesus has been immortal. They have life within themselves. The angels, however, don't have life within themselves. God will sustain their life throughout all the future as long as they remain obedient to the Father.

Ques. 22:     Is there any Scriptural authority for the belief that angels are immortal or that restored humanity will be immortal?  (Page 58, par. 1.)

Ans. 22:      Nowhere do the Scriptures teach that angels are immortal or that mankind when perfected and restored will be immortal. Only those possessing the divine nature will have immortality -- GOD, CHRIST AND THE BODY OF CHRIST when they are glorified. (Read 1 Timothy 6:16; John 5:26; 2 Peter 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:53,54 and discuss the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 23:     What is the foundation for the unscriptural doctrine of eternal torment and how does a proper understanding of the terms mortal and immortal destroy this foundation? (Page 58, par. 2.)

Ans. 23:      This doctrine of eternal torment is based upon the unscriptural theory that God created man immortal and therefore cannot destroy him even if he is a sinner. The belief is that sinners must live somewhere and that their punishment for wrong doing is eternal torture since they can't be destroyed. This contradicts the Scripture that indicates the wages of sin is death and also that God can destroy both body and soul. (Read Scriptures and discuss the Expanded Comments for Job 14:10,12; Ezekiel 18:4 and Matthew 10:28.) 

Ques. 24:     What does St. Paul declare concerning the nature of the first man, and of his posterity in the resurrection? What is the only exception to this rule? What do the Lord, St. Peter and all the holy prophets declare respecting the restoration of the human race?  (Page 58, par. 3.)

Ans. 24:      Paul states that the first man, Adam was of the earth or had an earthly nature and all of his children during the resurrection will be of an earthly nature with one exception. The exception to this rule will be the Gospel age Church who when resurrected will not be earthy but instead will be spiritual beings changed to the divine nature. Peter and our Lord as well as all the holy prophets indicate that mankind when awakened from the tomb will be restored to human perfection and have dominion over all the earth as Adam had before he sinned. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Corinthians 15:38,44; Psalm 8:4-8; Acts 3:19-21. See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 818--RESURRECTION-- General and Universal.)

Ques. 25:     Picture the glorious portion which God has promised to all the obedient of mankind in the "Ages to come." (Page 59, par. 1.)

Ans 25:       There will be no more sickness, sorrow, crying, sighing or death when mankind is fully perfected at the end of the resurrection. Mankind will be perfect in every way and there will be complete peace throughout the entire world. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 35:5-10.)

Ques. 26:     Describe the changes which the earth itself will undergo in order to become the fit abode for the restored human race. Will man be dissatisfied with his position on the human plane, and prefer the spirit conditions?  (Page 59, par. 2 to end of Chapter.)

Ans. 26:      The world will be made into a paradise. There will be no more weeds, thorns or poisonous plants. There will be ample food and water for all. The air will be pure. There will be no harmful beasts. Mankind will be satisfied with his condition on earth and will not be restless for something new. He will not desire to be a spirit being or to live in heaven but will be fully content to have fellowship with his fellow perfect human beings. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 3:5,6; Isaiah 65:20-25; Hosea 13:14; Jeremiah 31:31-34.)

STUDY IX – THE THREE WAYS

Ques. 1:      What Scriptures bring to our attention the "three ways," and how are they designated? (Page 61, par. 1 to 3.)

Ans. 1:       They are designated the "broad road," the "narrow way" and the "highway." (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 7:13,14; Isaiah 35:8,9. See also "What Pastor Russell Said" -- page 331 HIGHWAY -- Rod of Iron Used and page 785 HIGHWAY-- OF HOLINESS, Open and Plain, Why Confusion?) 

Ques. 2:      Why is the broad road so named?  (Page 61, par. 4.)

Ans. 2:       It is so named because it is the easy path taken by the human race. Adam led the whole race into death because of his sin back in the garden of Eden. (Read Romans 5:12 and Expanded Comments.)

Ques. 3:      How long has the race traveled this "broad way," and have none ever tried to retrace their steps? When and how was the only way of escape brought to light?  (Page 61, par. 5 and 62 par. 1.)

Ans. 3:       Mankind has traveled this road of destruction for over 6,000 years. Very few have tried to change their course and change their steps. During Old Testament times, some individuals demonstrated faith in God and it was counted unto them for righteousness. None, however, could actually escape the penalty of death. When Jesus came to die for mankind, he opened up a new and living way. He brought life and immortality to light, and by accepting Christ as one's Redeemer, a way of escape from the death sentence upon all mankind was provided. (Read Hebrews Chapter 11 and 2 Timothy 1:10 as well as the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 4:      Why is it that after having heard of the new way, so few are willing to walk therein?  (Page 62, par. 2.)

Ans. 4:       Most people find the way too narrow or too difficult to follow. (Read Matthew 7:14 and Expanded Comments.)

Ques. 5:      What are the characteristic conditions of divine nature with respect to life?  (Page 62, par. 3.)

Ans. 5:       Those with the divine nature possess immortal life. It is continuous, never needs food or sleep, has energy within itself, it is independent of every circumstance, can never experience pain, disease or death. (Read "What Pastor Russell Said" page 769 "DIVINE NATURE" -- Explain Nature.)

Ques. 6:      What is the proof that man does not have inherent life or life within himself and how did conditions in Eden show man's dependence upon a continued supply of life?  (Page 62, par. 4 and 5.)

Ans. 6:       The proof that man does not have inherent life is that he goes into death. If he had the divine nature or immortality, it would be impossible for him to die. When Adam was in Eden, God allowed him to eat the fruit from all the life sustaining trees in the garden. He was only forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge. When Adam and Eve disobeyed and ate of that fruit, they were cast out of the garden. This prevented them from continuing to eat the fruit of the other trees and live forever and the angels of the Lord and a flaming sword prevented them from going back into the garden to partake again of the life giving trees. (Read Genesis 2:9,16,17 and Genesis 3:22-24 and the Expanded Comments.)

Ques. 7:      What was the natural result when Adam was separated from the "trees of life?"  (Page 63 par. 1.)

Ans. 7:       When Adam lost his supply of life after being put out of the Garden of Eden, he gradually became weaker until he went in the tomb after 930 years. (See Genesis 5:5.) Mankind will live and die until the times of restitution during Jesus' second advent when mankind will be awakened from the grave and given an opportunity to live forever on earth if they are obedient. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 5:5; Psalm 39:11; Job 14:10; Job 14:21; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Malachi 4:2.)
Ques. 8:      What is the reward promised to those who pursue the "narrow way" to the end? And who alone originally possessed immortality?  (Page 63, par. 2 and Page 64 par. 1.)

Ans. 8:       Those who keep the narrow way unto the end will receive the divine nature or immortality. Originally, only Jehovah possessed immortality but it was given to Jesus Christ for faithfully laying down his life in sacrifice for all mankind. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 2:6,7; 2 Peter 1:4; Hebrews 1:3; John 5:26.)

Ques. 9:      What Scriptures prove that the Church will not be raised as human beings during their resurrection but will be divine beings?  (Page 64, par. 2,)

Ans. 9:       Read Scriptures and Comments for 1 Corinthians 15:52,53; 1 John 3:2; Colossians 1:27; 2 Corinthians 4:17; John 17:22; 1 Peter 5:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:14.

Ques. 10:     While the High Calling is confined exclusively to the Gospel age, is there any other offer during this age?  (Page 64, par. 3.)

Ans. 10:      No, there is no other offer of life being made during this Gospel age. Any other blessings will

occur after the Church is complete during the 1,000 years reign of Christ and his Church. (Read Ephesians 4:4 and Expanded Comments. See also “What Pastor Russell Said” – page 297 – GREAT COMPANY -- SPIRIT BEGETTING RE TABERNACLE.")

Ques. 11:     What other name might be applied to the narrow way? And what is the difference between dying with Adam and dying with Christ?  (Page 65, par. 1.)

Ans. 11:      The narrow way might also be called a way of death because we must die as humans in our sacrificial walk if we hope to receive the prize of immortal life and the divine nature. The world is dying with Adam because they are dying as sinners and go into the tomb because they do not yet have any hope for life. Dying with Christ means that we have been justified or made right in God's sight because having accepted Jesus and receiving his merit, we are no longer under Adamic condemnation but die a sacrificial death with Jesus. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalms 82:6,7; Romans 8:1; Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:11,12.)

Ques. 12:     When will the "narrow way" to immortality come to an end? And when will death be abolished?  (Page 65, par. 2.)

Ans. 12:      When the Gospel age ends, the narrow way to immortality will come to an end. Another way of stating that is when the 144,000 members of the little flock have faithfully ended their lives on earth, the Gospel age will be over. Death will not continue forever but during the Millennial kingdom it will end. Man now dies because of Adam's sin the Garden of Eden but when the kingdom is ended and Satan and all evil doers are destroyed, there will be no more death. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 2 Timothy 4:7,8; Revelation 3:11; Revelation 14:1; Luke 20:35,36; Revelation 21:4) See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 74 Chronology--Closing of Door and page 202 DEATH--Impossible Because Like Unto the Angels.

Ques. 13:     How will the highway of holiness especially differ from the narrow way? (Page 66, par. 1.)

Ans. 13:      The highway of holiness during the Millennial age requires only putting away of sin and obedience to God. It is different from the narrow way of this Gospel age which requires the sacrifice of our human rights and privileges.

Those who are obedient when the highway of holiness is opened in God's kingdom will receive perfect human life. Those who are faithful now during the Gospel age and sacrifice their lives will receive an immortal heavenly life which is much higher than perfect earthly life. (Read Scriptures and Expanded comments for Isaiah 61:21-25; Revelation 3:21. See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 331 Highway--Rod of Iron Used.)

Ques. 14:     Will the highway of holiness be difficult for mankind to find and walk therein?  (Page 66. par. 2.)

Ans. 14:      The highway of holiness will not be difficult because Satan will be bound for 1,000 years during Christ's kingdom and there will be no one to deceive mankind while he is learning righteousness. All who are obedient will receive blessings. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 35:8-10; Revelation 22:17 and Revelation 20:2,3. See also "What Pastor Russell Said" page 838, SPIRIT AND BRIDE -- Meaning of Revelation 22:17.)

Ques. 15:     Give a resume' of the three ways with their distinguishing characteristics. (Page 67, par. 1)

Ans. 15:      The broad road is the road of sin and destruction which man has been traveling since Adam's fall and disobedience in the Garden of Eden. The highway of holiness will be opened during Christ's 1,000 year kingdom and give all mankind an opportunity to be restored to human life from which Adam fell. During the Gospel age, which is now, a narrow and difficult way is open for the followers of Christ who have been invited to reign with him in his heavenly kingdom if we are faithful in leading a life of sacrifice now and obedience to God's will. This is a glorious hope but only a few, a little flock will be able to share in this future glory. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 5:18,19; Matthew 25:31-46; 2 Timothy 2:12 and Philippians 3:8-15.)
STUDY X – THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD 

Ques. 1:      What was Jehovah's purpose concerning His earthly creation and its government, as declared in Genesis?  (Page 68, par. 1.)

Ans. 1:       It was God's purpose to have a group of perfect, intelligent humans who were created in His image to multiply and fill the earth, extend the paradise made in Eden all over the planet and to rule in peace and harmony over all of the lower animals on land, in the sea and in the air. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Genesis 1:26-28.)

Ques. 2:      Was the first dominion given to Adam alone or to the whole human race?  (Page 68, par. 2.)

Ans. 2:       The dominion of the earth was given to the whole human race as represented in the perfect man Adam. Had man never sinned, this dominion would never have been taken away from him. (Read Scripture and Expanded Comments for Psalms 8:4-8.) 

Ques. 3:      In the beginning was one man given authority to rule over his fellow men? What form of government was originally designed by God?  (Page 68, par. 3 and 69 par.1.)

Ans. 3:       Man was not given the right to rule over his fellow man but the entire race was to work together for the common good. If mankind was going to subdue the earth as God commanded, each individual would have to work cooperatively with his fellow man to achieve that goal. As long as mankind remained perfect, loved God and his fellow man there would never have been any problems in the world. Originally, the Creator's design was that the government on the earth would be a Republic where each individual would have equal rights and share in all the blessings that would be for the common good.

Ques. 4:      Upon what one contingency did the everlasting continuance of the first dominion depend? (Page 69, par. 2.)

Ans. 4:       The contingency upon which everlasting life and dominion for man depended upon was love. Supreme love for God, however, would also demand obedience to His commands and His will. As long as man fully demonstrated his love and obedience to the heavenly Father, his position as ruler of the earth and continuance of human life was assured. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 13:10; Matthew 22:37-40; James 2:8.)

Ques. 5:      How was the first establishment of Kingdom of God in the earth overthrown? When and under what circumstances was it for a short time reestablished?  (Page 69, par. 3.)

Ans. 5:       The kingdom of God on earth ceased as soon as mankind sinned. He was condemned to death and lost his right to be the Creator's representative on earth. Since that time God's kingdom on earth ceased except for a brief period of time when He recognized the nation of Israel as His typical people. They were given a special covenant and laws which if they obeyed them they would be a nation of kings and priests. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Exodus 19:5,6; Amos 3:2).
Ques. 6:      How and by whom was the forfeited inheritance redeemed, and when will it be restored? Will the reign of Messiah on the earth be everlasting? If not, why not?  (Page 70, par. 1.)

Ans. 6:       When Jesus died, he provided the redemption price for man and all of his original inheritance or dominion. Soon the process of restoring what man lost will begin as Christ's 1,000 year reign goes into effect. This reign will not last forever but only until man has been perfected and Satan and all evil doers are destroyed at the end of the 1,000 years. After that, paradise will be restored to humanity who will be the rightful ruler of all things here on earth. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Ephesians 1:4 and Revelation 5:13.)

Ques. 7:      How long was the Kingdom of God on earth decreed to remain overturned? What is, therefore, the inference respecting all other kingdoms in power since Zedekiah's time?  (Page 70, par. 3

and 71 par. 1.)

Ans. 7:       The Kingdom of God on earth was represented in the nation of Israel. At the time of King Zedekiah, however, because of Israel's unfaithfulness, it went into captivity by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar and has continued to be dominated by other Gentile nations. All other kingdoms besides Israel have since been known as kingdoms of this world and under the dominion of Satan. God has permitted these Gentile governments to exercise rulership on the earth but when the reign of Christ begins, all these national governments will be done away with. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 19:12; Luke 21:24 and Daniel 2:44,45.)

Ques. 8:      How is the period of time intervening between the removal of God's government and the re-establishment of the same in power and glory Scripturally designated?  (Page 71, par. 2.)

Ans. 8:       This period is known as the Times of the Gentiles. (See also Daniel's vision of these beastly governments that will last until they are destroyed by Christ's kingdom. Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Daniel 7:2-14 and Revelation 2:26,27.)

Ques. 9:      Evil and unsatisfactory as these Gentile Kingdoms have been, why were they permitted or "ordained" by God?  (Page 71, par. 3.)

Ans. 9:       These evil governments of the Gentiles have been permitted so that mankind will learn that without righteousness and God's blessings, humanity will be unable to solve its problems because of sinfulness. Mankind will come to learn that only through obedience to God can happiness be attained. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 13:1, Psalms 76:10.) See also "What Pastor Russell Said" pages 73 and 74....EVIL -- Why Does God Permit?

Ques. 10:     To what two causes may man's inability to establish a perfect government in the earth be attributed? (Page 72, par. 1.)

Ans. 10:      Man is not able to establish a perfect government because he is imperfect and also because Satan has taken advantage of mankind's weaknesses to keep him in subjection to sin and blinded as to the good things God has in store for all humanity. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 5:12-14; 2  Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; John 14:30 and John 12:31.)


Ques. 11:     What are the two phases of the dominion of earth as at present exercised? (Page 72, par. 2.)

Ans. 11:      The two phases of the dominion of earth exercised at present are invisible or spiritual and visible or human. The invisible or spiritual portion is directed through Satan and the visible portion is exercised by man. As proof that Satan is in control, we recall that when Jesus was in the wilderness, the adversary offered him all the kingdoms of the world if only Jesus would bow down and worship him. However, God did allow Gentiles to rule the earth beginning with Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar until the present day but this will soon cease and Christ's kingdom of righteousness will be established. (See Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 4:9; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Daniel 2:37-44. See also "What Pastor Russell Said" -- Page 80 par. 1 -- Page 83 top).

Ques. 12:     What has been the experience of the groaning creation during the centuries past, and for what is it hoping and waiting?  (Page 72, par. 3.)

Ans. 12:      Mankind has been going along and doing what he could for centuries but without success. He has hoped for peace and prosperity but it has not occurred. He does not know of the great kingdom of blessings that awaits him when the Church begins to reign with Christ in glory. Mankind continues to hope for a blessed day in the future but he does not know how this will come about. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 8:22,19)

Ques. 13:     What is the attitude of the rapidly awakening world of mankind toward Christendom?  (Page 73. par. 1.)

Ans. 13:      Mankind has come to realize that the kingdoms of this world are not Christlike but they are unjust and oppressive. As they question what their rulers are doing, they are more inclined to violence and to rebel against those in authority because the masses of the people have very few rights. In fact, some people believe Christianity is without any real foundation and that it is just used to keep the people under subjection and to have them yield their liberties in the name of being a good Christian.
                   

The Christian religious systems have united with the rulers in the earth to try and suppress the masses of the people but true Christians will understand that such is not God's purpose and so they separate themselves from that type of religious system. (See Revelation 17:2 as well as Revelation 18:2-4 and the Expanded Comments for these verses.)

Ques. 14:     In what manner might the great Time of trouble be averted? And what is the Lord's exhortation to the world through the word of the Psalmist?  (Page 73, par. 2,3.)

Ans. 14:      The great Time of Trouble would have been prevented if mankind's hearts would be such that they would bring in reforms after studying God's purposes and plans. This would allow liberty, equality and justice for all to be established but because selfishness reigns in the heart of mankind in his fallen condition this will not happen. The Psalmist gives counsel that mankind should serve the Lord and submit to his rule otherwise He will destroy this present evil order and establish a kingdom of righteousness through his own power and in his own manner. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalm 2:1-6; 10-12.)

STUDY XI – THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Ques. 1:      What was the hope of the apostles and the early church?  (Page 75, par. 1 and 2.)

Ans. 1:       They were expecting a kingdom and also to be rulers in that kingdom with Christ because he spoke about it when he was on the earth. However, when Jesus died without it being established they were disappointed. They did not realize Jesus must suffer and die before the kingdom could be set up. They also did not realize that they would not be like rulers here on earth but that they would be spiritual rulers who would be giving the laws and instruction from heaven. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 22:29,30; Luke 12:32 and Luke 24:21,25-27.) See also “What Pastor Russell Said,” page 422—KINGDOM – CONCERNING MESSIAH’S.

Ques. 2:      Had Jehovah given to Jesus the dominion of earth without redeeming mankind, what would have been the result? (Page 75. par. 3.)

Ans. 2:
      If man had not been redeemed and Jesus given the dominion of earth, the blessings would only be temporary because all humanity was under the death sentence and none would be able to enjoy everlasting life. Since in God’s plan man was first ransomed from death, when the kingdom is established on this earth, mankind will have a chance to be perfected and live forever if obedient. Satan of course will be destroyed after he tries to deceive mankind after Christ’s 1,000 year kingdom ends. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Daniel 4:32; Revelation 21:1-4 and Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10. See also “What Pastor Russell said,” page 640 – SECOND DEATH – prepared for the Devil and His Messengers.)
Ques. 3:      How were Jesus’ disciples affected by His explanation of the prophecies?  (Page 76, par. 1.)

Ans. 3:       When Jesus spoke to his disciples after his resurrection and before he ascended into heaven, he encouraged his disciples because now they knew he had risen from the grave and that whatever he promised must come to pass but in God’s due time and not according to their wishes. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Acts 1:6, 7 and Luke 24:27-32.)

Ques. 4:      What was the imperfect conception of the nature of the Kingdom as held by the disciples at first, and how do many today err in the opposite direction?  (Page 76, par. 2.)

Ans. 4:       The Jews thought the kingdom was an earthly kingdom entirely. Today many people make the opposite mistake in believing the kingdom will be an entirely heavenly kingdom. It will be an earthly kingdom for the world of mankind but it will be a spiritual kingdom for Jesus and his Church who have led sacrificial lives and obeyed God during this present evil world. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 11:11 and Luke 11:2.) See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 825, SALVATION – Three Ways.

Ques. 5:      What was the attitude of the worldly-wise among the Jews toward the wisdom, power and claims of Jesus and His followers?  (Page 76, par. 3.)

Ans. 5:       The worldly-wise Jews believed that Jesus was an imposter and a fanatic. They felt his disciples were foolish ignorant men who blindly followed him. As they saw the power of the Roman government these humble individuals teachings about a future kingdom in which they would reign seemed to be impossible. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for John 1:46 and John 6:60-66).

Ques. 6:      What was the question of the Pharisees, and our Lord’s reply, concerning when this Kingdom would appear?  (Page 77, par. 1.)

Ans. 6:       The Pharisees wanted to know when the kingdom about which Jesus taught would come to pass. They wanted to know when would his soldiers arrive. Jesus indicated his kingdom would not come with outward observation. Because his kingdom would be spiritual, his opposers could not understand what he meant. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 16:16 and Luke 17:20-30).

Ques. 7:      What parable of our Lord’s clearly locates the time of the establishment of the Kingdom? (Page 77, par. 2.)

Ans. 7:       The parable of the young nobleman going to a far country to receive a kingdom shows that it would be established at the time of his second presence. The kingdom will not be received by anyone while he is living on earth but it will be a spiritual kingdom given to Christ’s Church as their reword for serving him obediently. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 19:11-15; Revelation 2:10 and Revelation 20:6.)

Ques. 8:      In what condition is the Kingdom of Heaven at present, and what are its experiences? (Page 78, par. 1.)

Ans. 8:       The Kingdom of Heaven is not yet set up in glory but the members of this class are expected to experience trials and suffer violence often while in the flesh. Those who make up this class are generally not the important and powerful individuals of the world because such would not likely desire to live a life of sacrifice, humility and obedience to God. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 11:12 and 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. See also “What Pastor Russell Said,” page 797 – KINGDOM – Suffering Violence.)

Ques. 9:      To the early church, what were the strongest incentives to faithfulness?  (Page 78, par. 2,3.)

Ans. 9:       The early Church received encouragement from the precious promises in Scripture that despite suffering and persecution if faithful they would receive a special spiritual reward after they died. This enabled them to endure difficulties and opposition by those who were not true followers of Christ. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 2 Peter 1:4; Revelation 2:11; Revelation 2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6-8.)

Ques. 10:     When fully established, of what two parts will the kingdom of God consist? (Page 79, par. 1.)

Ans. 10:      The Kingdom of God will have two parts – a spiritual or heavenly phase and an earthly or human phase. The spiritual part of the kingdom headed by Jesus Christ will be invisible to mankind. The resurrected faithful prophets of old will be the visible representatives of the earthly kingdom and be seen by mankind. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Timothy 6:16; John 1:18; John 14:19 and Matthew 8:11. See also “What Pastor Russell Said,” page 422, KINGDOM – Concerning Messiah’s.)

Ques. 11:     What class will constitute the spiritual phase of the Kingdom, and what is the order and nature of their resurrection? What will be the work of this class?  (Page 79, par. 1.)

Ans. 11:      The overcoming saints (Church) of this Gospel age will be the spiritual phase of the kingdom. They will be resurrected first and will receive the divine nature. Their work will be to rule the world, instruct and bless all the families of mankind who will be awakened form the tomb. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Corinthians 15:22, 23, Matthew 28:18 and Revelation 20:4.)

Ques. 12:     What will be the work of the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God, and of what class will this phase be composed?  (Page 79, par. 3.)

Ans. 12:      The work of the earthly phase of the kingdom will be to interact with the rest of mankind directly and show them how by obedience to God’s law they may be blessed. The men and women described in Hebrews 11 as well as others will be given this responsibility. They will be like princes in the earth as they lead the human family. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Hebrews 11:39,40 and Psalm 45:16). See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 750, CHILDREN – Instead of Thy Fathers.

Ques. 13:     Explain how God’s Kingdom is symbolized by the New Jerusalem. Will there be two cities or governments in the Kingdom?  (Page 80,  par. 1 and 2.)

Ans. 13:      A city is the symbol of kingdom or governments. New Jerusalem symbolizes the Bride of Christ or the Church which will be exercising spiritual rulership. There will be one city or government that will bring peace and happiness to the families of mankind as the righteous influence of Christ and the Church will fill the earth with righteousness while Satan is bound for 1,000 years. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 2:2-4 and Revelation 21:1-4.)

Ques. 14:     What is the erroneous idea respecting the manner in which the world will receive Christ’s Millennial Kingdom? What will be the nature of the “iron rule” of the Kingdom?  (Page 81, par. 1.)

Ans. 14:      It is wrongly supposed that when the Kingdom of God is established everyone will be happy with such a government. It will be an “iron rule,” however, and there will not be any opportunity for people to harm or deceive others. This will not be allowed in this righteous Kingdom. People will not be allowed to do what they wish but must obey the laws in existence at that time. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 11:9; Revelation 2:26,27 and Isaiah 28:17.)

Ques. 15:     Why will many feel rebellious against the perfect rule of the new government? (Page 81, par. 2.)

Ans. 15:      Some will feel rebellious against the “iron rule” because during this life they have been used to treating others unjustly. They will expect special privileges in the Kingdom and resent that all people are equal and everyone must receive justice in every particular. Punishments will be given to those who do not fall into line readily. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 12:47,48.)

Ques. 16:     However, what facts will the masses of mankind ultimately learn to appreciate?  (Page 82, par. 1.)

Ans. 16:      Ultimately all mankind will learn that righteousness and obeying God’s laws brings blessings and prosperity. Those who do not change their ways and refuse to obey the righteous rule of that time will forever be destroyed. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Proverbs 14:34; Psalm 45:7; Acts 3:23 and Ezekiel; 18:4.)

STUDY XII – THE DAY OF JEHOVAH 

Ques. 1:      What is the “Day of Jehovah,” and why is it so called?  (Page 83, par. 1,2.)

Ans. 1:       We are now in the Day of Jehovah because it is a time when the kingdoms of this world are passing away in preparation for the establishment of Christ’s 1,000 year kingdom. There are troubles and revolutions worldwide as this present order is coming to the end and preparing for a time of righteousness. Christ is invisibly present and has begun to take charge of earth’s affairs as the General of Jehovah as he puts down all other authority in preparation for his role as the Prince of Peace. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21,22; Daniel 2:44 and 1 Corinthians 15:28.)

Ques. 2:      What other names are Scripturally applied to this same period of time and why?  (Page 84, par. 1.)

Ans. 2:       It is also known as the “Day of Vengeance of our God,” a “Day of Wrath” and the “Day of His Preparation” because these expressions show that we are living in a time of change which is a difficult period. Those who fail to live in harmony with God’s laws will experience the penalty for following their own contrary course. (Read Scriptures and Expanded comments for Isaiah 61:2; Isaiah 63:1,3,4 and Romans 1:28). See also “What Pastor Russell Said,” page 759, DAY OF PREPARATION – Meaning of.

Ques. 3:      Who are the two rival parties in this great battle of the Day of the Lord? What is the present situation and the future outlook, as viewed by these opposing elements of society?  (Page 84, par. 2.)

Ans. 3:       The two rival parties are wealth, arrogance and pride on one side and poverty, ignorance and a sense of injustice on the other side. Both sides have selfish motives and we can see that we are fast approaching a time when the present order will crumble.

Ques. 4:      What will be the ultimate effect of this Time of Trouble upon the minds of men and how will it prepare their hearts to receive the Kingdom of Heaven?  (Page 84, par. 3.)

Ans. 4:       The effect of this trouble upon mankind will be to recognize that only a righteous and strong government can bring about permanent change and justice during Christ’s 1,000 year reign when mankind will have learned the necessary lessons from the time of trouble in which we now live. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:25,26; Zephaniah 3:9 and Psalm 46:8-10.)

Ques. 5:      How will the position of the saints differ from that of all others during the great Time of Trouble?  (Page 85, par. 1.)

Ans. 5:       The saints will not feel fearful as the world will during these troubles because they know God’s plan is to bless all the families of the earth when the trouble is over and that the earth will not be destroyed even though evil institutions must be done away with. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalms 91:1-15 and Isaiah 33:2, 6-12 and 14-17.)

Ques. 6:      What is the first duty of the saints toward the world at this time, and how can they let their “light shine” to the best advantage?  (Page 85, par. 2 and 3.)


Ans. 6:       The first duty of saints is to be cheerful and rejoicing in the Lord’s promises even in the midst of trouble because they know the end result will be glorious. The saints should be content and not seeking after money and wealth which does not bring happiness because they are based upon selfishness. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 1 Timothy 6:6-10.) 

Ques. 7:      Why should the saints take no part in the present struggle for wealth?  (Page 86, par. 1.)

Ans. 7:       The consecrated should not struggle for wealth because God has promised to provide all things needful and they should not be seeking earthly ambitions when a heavenly inheritance is promised for faithful service to the Master’s cause and following his example.  (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 6:25-34.)

Ques. 8:      Is it because the saints have no ambition that they are contented in the midst of the most unfavorable surroundings?  (Page 86, par. 2.)

Ans. 8:       No, it is not because of a lack of ambition that saints don’t seek after wealth but are content with their circumstances and having consecrated our all to God, we can trust him in every circumstance. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 26:3; Romans 8:35-39 and Philippians 4:19.)

Ques. 9:      By what example and counsel may the Church be most helpful to the world at present? (Page 87, par. 1.)

Ans. 9:       The Church should demonstrate contentment and joy in all their affairs as an example to the world of mankind. They should also point to the good news of the coming Kingdom of God to help soothe the troubled hearts of their fellow man. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Luke 3:5,6,14; Hebrews 13:5 and Philippians 4:11.)

STUDY XIII – CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Ques. 1:      Give a brief resume( of what we have learned of the existence of a personal, intelligent Creator, and of His revelation to man.  (Page 88, par. 1.)

Ans. 1:       We have seen there is an intelligent, righteous and powerful God who is the creator of all things and He has revealed Himself and His character through the Bible. Furthermore, this night of sin will terminate and a new order of peace will be established through His Son, Christ Jesus. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalms 90:1,2; 2 Timothy 3:16,17 and Psalms 30:5.)

Ques. 2:      What has been learned in general respecting the ages past and the age shortly to dawn upon the world?  (Page 88, par. 2.)

Ans. 2:     God’s plan has required different ages for the completion of His plan. During the dark ages in the past when it did not seem God had remembered His creatures, His plan for blessing them in the future had been progressing steadily even though it was hidden from the world. Soon the 1,000 year Day of Judgment or trial will begin and all mankind will have an individual opportunity to gain life. Their experience with evil will be to their advantage because they will have learned how much better it will be to live under a righteous government where they will not have to experience the sufferings and pain of the past if they are obedient. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Matthew 25:31-34). See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 829 SCRIPTURES – Why Confusion About Teachings? and page 805, MILLENIUM – No Infant There.

Ques. 3:      What have we seen regarding the sending of God’s Son to redeem the condemned race, and of the two elect classes that have been selected during the past ages to constitute the two phases of the Kingdom of Heaven?  (Page 89, par. 1.)

Ans. 3:       While mankind was experiencing suffering and trials for its development, in due time God sent His Son to be their Redeemer and permitted Him to suffer and die on their behalf that they might be purchased by Christ who gave his life as a ransom for Adam whose sin plunged the race into death. In the meanwhile, during this Gospel age, the Father has been selecting the followers of Jesus who when proven faithful will share in blessing all the families of the earth during the Times of Restitution which was taught by all God’s holy prophets. The ancient prophets who are described in Hebrews 11 will be the earthly representatives of God’s Kingdom on earth for 1,000 years and the apostles and all true saints who have lived since Jesus’ death and resurrection will be the invisible heavenly representatives of the Kingdom of God along with their Head, the risen and reigning Lord Jesus. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalms 24:3-5; Genesis 22:17; Isaiah 2:2-4 and 1 Timothy 2:4-6). See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 425 KINGDOM – Messiah’s Kingdom Will Be Spiritual.

Ques. 4:      What have we understood concerning the world’s Day of Judgment?  (Page 89, par. 2.)

Ans. 4:       Judgment Day cannot begin until Christ has returned for the purpose of judging the world in righteousness. Any judgment requires a trial and since the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) is presently blinding the minds of the people, it will be necessary for Satan to be bound and mankind learn righteousness before they can be judged whether they are worthy of life. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Acts 17:31; Isaiah 26:9 and John 5:22.)

Ques. 5:      What has been learned respecting the second advent and the glorious conditions of Messiah’s reign?  (Page 90, par. 1.)

Ans. 5:       The second advent of Messiah is an event designed to give mankind hope and blessings. It will be a time when the Church that has suffered throughout this Gospel age will be rewarded to live and reign with Jesus and it will be a time when all who have died will be restored to life and given their FIRST chance to fully learn righteousness while Satan is bound for 1,000 years before being released for a little season to test mankind that will prove who will remain faithful and obedient to God. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for John 14:1-3; Revelation 20:3,4,6 and 7 and Isaiah 35:8-10.)

Ques. 6:      What effect should the knowledge of these things have upon the consecrated children of God? In what manner has the Lord fulfilled His promise that He will “give strength unto His people”?  (Page 90, par. 2.)

Ans. 6:       This knowledge should enable God’s consecrated people to rejoice, be faithful and to realize their deliverance from the world of sin and death is near. They should set their affections upon heavenly things and not become entangled with earthly concerns. They should appreciate the many precious promises that the Scriptures provide on their behalf. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Philippians 4:4-8; Colossians 3:1-4; 2 Peter 2:4, 10 and 11 and 2 Timothy 4:6-8.)

Ques. 7:      What will it cost to obtain this knowledge with its consequent strength?  (Page 91, par. 1.)

Ans. 7:       The cost for such a high reward is the giving of our time, talents, ambitions and our all for God’s service if we would prove faithful unto the end. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Romans 12:1,2; Philippians 3:13,14 and Matthew 16:24.) See also Manna Texts and Comments for June 20, January 27 and June 12.

Ques. 8:      Is the giving of necessary time and energy to this study all that will be required of the consecrated?  (Page 91, par. 2.)

Ans. 8:       No, we must be tested to prove that we love God’s Truth at all costs and that we desire to share His plan no matter what it costs us. This spirit will separate us from nominal Christians who will think us to be strange or peculiar in our conduct and beliefs. We will be seen as foolish and persecuted if we are faithful to the Master just as the religious leaders of his day hated him and even put him to death. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for 2 Corinthians 4:8-10; Luke 6:22; 1 John 3:1 and 1 Corinthians 3:18,19.)

Ques. 9:      Are we willing thus to follow on to know more and more of the divine character and plan? If so, what is the best method to be pursued?  (Page 92, Par. 1.)

Ans. 9:       We should be willing to follow on and know more of God’s plan if we are true believers. The best way of doing that is to prove all things by the Scriptures and ignore the traditions of men which are found in the various creeds of Churchianity. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:21 and 2 Timothy 2:15). See also “What Pastor Russell Said” page 518, ORDINATION – Re School of Theology.

Ques. 10:     What is our opinion of the value of the divine plan, as we understand it? Does it appeal to us as of human invention?  (Page 92, par. 2.)

Ans. 10:        The divine plan as represented in the Bible, is complete and in harmony with the character of God. It demonstrates God’s attributes of wisdom, justice, love and power. Its teachings demonstrate it is of divine origin and almost beyond the power of human comprehension. Any teaching that professes to come from God’s word should have Scriptural support or it should be discarded. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Isaiah 8:20; Ephesians 4:11,12 and Matthew 15:8,9.)

Ques. 11:       Should we expect to find questions in “Joy Cometh in the Morning” that cannot be answered if this booklet contains God’s Truth?  (Page 93, par. 1.)

Ans. 11:         If the booklet is harmonious with God’s plan then it should provide Biblical support for all of its comments. If it represents Truth, then as a result of careful study of what the Bible presents as the overall Divine Plan of the Ages, this booklet should unlock the teachings of God’s word in a manner that is consistent with His plan and purpose.

Ques. 12:      While the Bible is thus opening up and disclosing wondrous things to the meek and lowly of heart, how has the light of the present affected the various creeds and traditions of men? What is, therefore, the responsibility of those whom the Lord in His providence has ”called out of darkness into His marvelous light”?  (Page 93, par. 2.) 

Ans. 12:        Today mankind has begun to see the things taught by the various creeds of men are contradictory and more and more being ignored by the people, with a corresponding increase in the loss of faith. To come into an appreciation of the light on the Scriptures that has now become unveiled by the presence of our returned Lord should cause all stewards of the Truth to proclaim God’s plan to all that will hear it as an evidence of their faithfulness. (Read Scriptures and Expanded Comments for Psalms 119:18; Luke 12:37 and 1 Corinthians 9:16). See also Manna Text and Comments for August 20 and May 7. 

